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The idea of forming the society really started 
some three or four years ago. I had been 
growing Streptocarpus from about 1987. The 
more I grew the less I could find out about 
them which seemed rather strange as I have a 
fair collection of Gardening books both old 
and new also the usual Gardening Maga-
zines. However I persevered being an old 
showman. As time went on I collected bits of 
information wherever I came across it. At 
this point I also started breeding which at 
first was not very successful. But after a cou-
ple of years I started getting better results and 
was quite pleased. At this time I met Frank 
Davies an old friend, but we had been out of 
touch for a while, Frank specialised at that 
time in Fuchsias and Begonias, Hanging Bas-
kets and Bedding, he came up and saw the 
Streptocarpus and immediately got 
“Hooked”. 

The end result of that was we were 
both showing them in pot plant classes at var-
ious shows and people (like yourselves) were
asking more and more questions. And so it 
went on. People were saying well you have 
societies for Fuchsias, Dahlias, Chrysanths, 
Roses, Gladioli etc. why not for Streptocar-
pus. So the idea was born.

From 1993 I have been in contact 
with the U.S.A. (if you breed a good one and 
wish to register it, this is where it has to be 
done). Partly due to registering some of my 
own I then started to pick up more infor-
mation from America. It snowballed from 
there and Myself and Frank are in touch with 
the American society, South Africa and Aus-
tralia.

I must now mention more of Frank 
and his wife Mary. For the last two years 
they have been putting on stands at various 
shows and Gardening Weekends to see peo-
ples reactions and collect information on the 
need for a society. I have gone along for sup-
port when able to but I must say the “Donkey 
work” for this part has been done by these 

two dedicated people. Frank has made the 
stand (I think he is on about the Mark 3 ver-
sion at present) Mary co-ordinates the plants 
on the stand (we don’t always agree but get 
there in the end). The response from people 
like yourselves has been tremendous and I 
hope you make this society one of the best.

Frank is doing an article for the 
newsletter in about three parts, relating to the 
history of Streptocarpus in cultivation. I men-
tion this because the first Streptocarpus came 
to Britain in the 1820’s and the bulk of the 
work on them for approximately the next 150 
years was carried out in this country also. So 
I believe it is only fitting that a society 
should exist in this country for them. I must 
mention all the people who came along to our 
first meeting although the numbers were 
small the atmosphere felt right and some of 
you had the support of others from your area. 
We have a number of amateur raisers among 
us namely Chris Rose from Bristol, Sue Long 
from South Wales, Frank Davies and lastly 
myself, there maybe more of you out there. 
We will have various articles on growing, 
aims in growing and hybridising in the news-
letter, probably a seed bank and hopefully 
letters and or articles written by yourselves, 
any other suggestions will be welcomed.

I also thank Margaret Ereaut who 
has taken on the role of Treasurer, no mean 
task in itself. And lastly but certainly not 
least a man who although he is a non grower 
(one day Thomas) has done sterling work for 
myself and Frank. Tom Causer from photos 
to floppy disks and a hell of a lot of copying 
for me and making up various formats for 
various things his help is very much appreci-
ated.

This then is the start of your society 
whether you grow 1 or 101 plants it does not 
matter, please make it work and if possible 
take an active part.

Chairman Elect, Ken Jones

The stand put on by
Frank and Mary Davies
At Shugborough 1999
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Growing Streptocarpus Down Under
By Ken Wilson, South Australia

Frank Davies discussing Streptocarpus 
with a visitor to the stand at 
Shugborough

The wick method described by Ken Wilson

lid

holes

pot

ferilizer
solution

Before I begin to write about our 
growing methods in South Australia, 
I will tell you a little about our area, 
and the climates here. I live about 20 
Kilometres (12 ½ Miles) from Ade-
laide, which is the capital of South 
Australia. Although this area is called 
Modbury it belongs to the City of Tea 
Tree Gully, and as the name implies it 
is a beautiful area with lots of trees 
mainly Gum trees. The weather here 
is quite dry, with summer temps get-
ting as hot as 42 degrees Centigrade 
(104 F) during the day and at night 
down to 23 degrees Centigrade (73 
F), and very little rain. Winter temp is 
a high of 15 degrees Centigrade (60 
F) during the day and down to 4 de-
grees Centigrade (40 F), our winter 
rain is only about 20 inches per year. 
They say that this is the driest state in 
the driest country in the world .But 
we really enjoy it. By the way we 
came from England 36 years ago. It is 
a great place to live.

With the above climate, one 
would think that it may be too hot to 
grow Streptocarpus, but if one gives 
them the right conditions, they grow 
to perfection. We grow ours all in-
doors, so we can control the temp and 
humidity. 

Now when we started to grow 
Streptocarpus about 2 years ago, it 
was because of two reasons (1) we 
wanted to add to our collection of Af-
rican Violets for showing and (2) we 
found them easier to grow than Afri-
can Violets, with regards to the 
grooming, debudding and taking care 
of the symmetry, that is required of 
African Violets.

All our plants are grown under 
lights, using 2 x 40 watt tubes 
(fluorescent) per shelf, and they are 
on for 14 hours per day.

Our growing method is as follows.
(1) POTTING MIX:- This is a mix-
ture of coconut fibre 50% (finely 
milled) 25% perlite, and 25% vermic-
ulite, to this mixture we add 3 tea-
spoons of Calcium Nitrate at 30 litres 
of mix, this is allowed to stand for 1 
week and tested for pH. it should be 
6.8 - 7.0. For the above measures I 
use a 1 litre jug. 15 jugs of coconut 
fibre, 7 ½  jugs of Perlite and 7 ½  
jugs of Vermiculite.

FERTILIZING:- Our fertilizing is 
done with a method called wick wa-
tering, cut a 5 ply nylon knitting yarn 
(not cotton) to 5 inch long and 1/3  
placed in the potting mix, and 2/3 
hanging out of the drain hole in the 
pot, a round marg tub (clean) has two 
holes cut in the lid. The tub is filled 
with the fertilizing solution which is 
15 - 14 - 15 N.P.K. at the strength of 
¼ teaspoon per 1 gallon of water. The 
end of the nylon is put into one of the 
holes in the lid.

Most of my Streptocarpus are 
grown from seed obtained from the 
U.K. (Ken Jones), and from the 
G.H.A. (Gesneriad Hybridizers Asso-
ciation), and my Species Streptocar-

“the driest state in

The driest country

In the world”
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pus come from South Africa, taken 
from their natural habitat in the re-
gions of Natal, plus my own hybrids. 
Stock can be increased by division, 
leaf cutting, and of course seed.

My method of sowing seed is as 
follows. After receiving the seed, I 
store it for at least two weeks in the 

Sue Long with her winning display at 
Swansea



Down under (continued)

Mary Davies explaining the 
varieties of Streptocarpus to 
A visitor at Shugborough

Ken Jones under siege at 
Shugborough

crisper section of the fridge, in a 
tightly closed container, with a small 
packet of silica to keep dry the seed. 
This needs to be done especially if 
the seed are too fresh.

I prepare my seed containers, and 
have ready all the equipment I re-
quire, potting mix, tools and sprays. 
The main size I use for sowing are 
plastic take away containers measur-
ing 7 in x 3 in x 3 in with tight fitting 
lids.

The containers are filled to ¾ full 
with potting mix slightly patted 
down, this is then wetted with fertiliz-
er (very weak 1/16 strength) with a 
fungicide. Seed is spread very spar-
ingly on the damp seed bed, the best 
way to do this is take a white piece of 
paper measuring approx. 150 mm x 
150 mm and fold in the centre, put 
the seed in the fold and tap lightly, 
this will give an even spread. Place 
the lid on, place on top of the light 
stand, to give bottom heat. Germina-
tion takes approx. 5 - 10 days (but 
some can take up to 2 months). 

When the seed has germinated, 
and after about 2 weeks, start to re-
move the lid for 1 - 2 hours per day, 
and increase the length of time until 
the lid may be left off completely.

When the plantlets reach ½ in (12 
mm) they can be transplanted into ei-
ther individual 55 mm pots or prick 
out into community trays. Using the 
same potting mix as used for the seed 
sowing. If using the individual pots 
use a 3 ply acrylic yarn for wicks, us-
ing the fertilizer solution  as men-
tioned earlier, but for the first fill of 
the reservoir add ½ teaspoon of 
brown sugar in 10 litres of the ferti-
lizer solution. The brown sugar is 
used to start the growth of the fungi, 
mould and bacteria necessary for 

“add 1/2 teaspoon of 
brown sugar in 10 
litres of fertiliser 
solution”
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plant growth, only use the sugar once, 
at every potting.

In the next issue:- Leaf cutting & Di-
vision

Ken Wilson

Species Streptocarpus
Dunnii
Close up of the flowers



Ken’s Queries and Questions
In this edition this is related to the 

comments members have made on their 
Membership forms. No particular order

For Mrs. Pat Laskey of Exmouth,

Future editions will contain information on 
hybridizing and seed germination. Your que-
ry about mail order companies, I don’t know 
of another in this country other than Dibley’s 
but hopefully we will have a seed bank and 
later maybe the chance sell or swap young 
plants with other members.

Mrs. P. Strutt of Truro,

You're query of named Streptocarpus is a dif-
ficult one. If you have bought plants in that 
are not named I would suggest they maybe 
commercial varieties that come from a partic-
ular seed strain and therefore do not have 
names, you very often get these from Garden 
Centres who buy in stock from on the conti-
nent i.e. Belgium or Holland. If they are 
named varieties I could only tell from seeing 
them.

Mrs. A. Stringer of Southport,

We understand you're problems with 
transport you have an obvious liking for 
you're plants and the love of a good flower 
(hence you're Streptocarpus  and  Sweetpeas) 
so keep up the good work and you can al-
ways reach us by phone or mail.

Mr. Robert Smith of Huddersfield,

A seed bank there will certainly be. Plant ex-
changes will have to be thought about in a 
little more detail.
Notices of our intended meeting were pub-
lished well beforehand in the “Garden News” 
and the “Amateur Gardener”. Lots of people 
wrote and gave their support even if they 
couldn't make it. Future meetings will be 
published in the  “Newsletter”, please bear 
with us.

Mrs. S. J. Potts of  Bracknell, Herts,

Nice to hear from you and that you are a 
member of your local  Horticultural Society, 
I think most of our members are gardeners in 
other aspects as well and show a keen interest 
in other garden related subjects.
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Mrs. A. Mortimer of Merstam, Surrey,

This first “Newsletter” is an introductory 
one. The form that it takes in future will be 
decided hopefully by the members ideas. As 
you are willing to share you're ideas, if you 
can put you're methods down on paper, 
please send them to us, we will be happy to 
put them in the next issue, i.e. “You're Grow-
ing Methods” for one and what 
“Hybridizing” you are doing for another. Are 
you aiming for any particular colour or style 
of flower with you're breeding? Any spare 
seed  you have could contribute to our in-
tended seed bank. We hope to form at least 
one show for the society next year. You're 
other comments I have already covered.

Mr. R. P. Keane. Bridgewater, Somerset.

A seed bank there eventually will be, the ac-
tual exchange of  plants or leaves is a little 
more difficult done through the society. We 
could for instance have a plant sale or ex-
change scheme in one area but due to dis-
tances involved a lot of members would not 
be able to make it. However if you write or 
phone us if you know of a variety you require 
we will put in the “Newsletter” and maybe 
another member could supply you with a 
plant or leaf.

Mrs. S. R. Mc Atamney. Brandton, Lincoln.

Nice to hear from you Selina down there in 
Lincoln, it sounds like you have nice selec-
tion of Streptocarpus, I hope this first edition 
meets with you're approval. Any new ideas 
you have will be welcomed. Do you show 
you're plants at all or just grow for you're 
own enjoyment?

Mrs. J. K. Wilde. Telford, Shropshire.

Sorry that you are not to active yourself but 
you're comments and support is very much 
appreciated and you can always get in touch 
with us by the usual means.

Corrine Kitchener. Bucks.
Sounds like you have nice collection of 
Streptocarpus and yes they are wonderful 

“I don’t know of 
another in this country 
other than Dibley’s “



Ken’s Queries and Questions (continued)
Corrine Kitchener. Bucks.

Sounds like you have nice collection of 
Streptocarpus and yes they are wonderful 
plants. Thanks for you're support, quite a few 
members now from down Berks and Bucks 
area.

Dr. S. B. Reynolds. Albrighton, Wolver-
hampton.

I thank you for you're support and comments. 
You're offer to give a talk to the society is 
very much appreciated (and I’m sure we will 
take you up on this). Myself and Frank have 
met Howard Drury and Geoff Amos on a 
couple of occasions when they have passed 
favourable comments on the stand we have 
put up for the society. Also from time to time 
we give talks to various Gardening Societies 
on Streptocarpus. We also get quite a bit of 
mail from people who cannot travel around 
to much due to a variety of health or injury 
problems and the therapeutic value of being 
able to grow a few plants gives them an im-
mense sense of pleasure and achievement.
I will be in touch Dr. Steve.

“ have met Howard 
Drury and Geoff Amos 
on a couple of 
occasions”
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Some History of  the Streptocarpus
Streptocarpus were introduced to this country by 

James Bowie, a plant collector for the famous Kew Gar-
dens, it first flowered in 1827. This was the species 
known as S. Rexii. It was not until 28 years later in 1855 
another species was introduced. Some information sug-
gests that this was S. Gardenii which later became S. Bi-
florus this appeared to be a two flowered form and history 
wise seems a little confused.

Messrs. Veitch obtained a Certificate of Merit for 
the plant in 1862 but no valid publication of the name has 
been traced (Burt & Hilliard). After this introduction 
comes the information of the first recorded hybrid, this 
was a cross made by the French nurseryman V. Lemoine. 
This was a cross between S. Biflorus and a species which 
had been introduced in 1855 S. Polyanthus. The progeny 
of this was given the name S. biflorus - polyanthus,. An 
illustration made at the time and later published in 1880 
shows a plant which is reasonable between S. Gardenii 
and S. Polyanthus.

The French work continued for about 30 years but 
after this all the French hybrids seem to have died out and 
no known records are available so that their work does not 
seem to have any bearing on our modern strains. Lemoine 
did in fact put S. Rexii x S. polyanthus in his catalogue of 
1882. Later in 1889 the same cross was made at the nurse-
ry of M. Bruant of Poiters which caused some argument 
between the two. Another species was introduced in 1861 
called S. Sandersii and a hybrid between this and S. Rexii 
was named S x Greenii but this did not seem to appear lat-
er in any cultivated strains, though S. Sandersii may still 
have been used.

This next part of the story I think, as the writer, is 
by far the most important as it leads us up to the start of 
our modern hybrids. In 1882 S. Parviflorus was intro-
duced to this country and this was crossed with the origi-
nal S. Rexii by J. A. Veitch in 1885 resulting in “Veitch’s 
Original Hybrids”, but it was not until 1886 that breeding 
began which resulted in the hybrids which greatly influ-
ence our modern strains.

This was the same year the unfoliate species (one 
leaf) S. Dunnii was introduced by Kew Gardens and flow-
ered that same year. This of course caused great excite-
ment among the Hybridizers from that era because of its 
colour, which was a brick red, and gave great hope for fu-
ture hybrids. W. Watson the then curator at Kew Gardens 
crossed S. Dunnii with both S. Rexii and S. Parviflorus 
and then named them S. Kewensis and S. Watsonii re-
spectively.

These varieties were inter crossed and then re-
crossed with 5 - 6 other species by the same J.H.Veitch 
which produced the “Veitch Hybrids” and these early 
commercial hybrids are the forerunners of today's modern 
strains. Since S. Rexii or its Gardenii strains where always 
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strains. Since S. Rexii or its Gardenii strains where always 
used, our modern strains should be regarded as being very 
close to it, so I will try to explain why. Please remember 
that the writer is not academically educated and therefore 
can only reveal what has taken many hours of research 
and I apologize if any of you know of facts that I do not. 
S. Rexii the first species to be discovered probably be-
cause its home is the farthest south in Africa and the near-
est to Capetown. It became the type species of the genus 
and has confirmed this distinction by being most useful in 
hybridization. It appears in so many crosses that some la-
beled S. Rexii could well be cultivars in their own right, 
in fact one of the problems separating species is their abil-
ity to breed. Not only do plants of the same species vary a 
lot in habit, size of flower, shape and colouring, they also 
interbreed considerably. A great number of natural hy-
brids have been identified and suspected. This process 
still goes on. S. Rexii is a rosulate plant with leaves up to 
12 inches long and 2 inches wide. The flowering stalk ris-
es from the base of the leaf up to 8 inches high and bears 
2 - 6 flowers, all parts of S. Rexii are covered with short 
hairs. The tube of the flower is funnel shaped 1 ¼  inches 
long, the lobes spreading to 1 ½  inches. The face of the 
flower is white or suffused with blue or mauve with seven 
violet stripes extending from the lower lip. If you do any 
breeding work you will see evidence of S. Rexii many 
times in your crosses.

To be continued................



A Welcome to the British Streptocarpus Society 
from Frank and Mary Davies
(joint secretaries)

We believe that this wonderful flower deserves to be more widely rec-
ognised and our aims are to try and bring members including amateur raisers 
together. This way we can make available some very beautiful hybrids to 
members that are not in any commercial catalogues. If by any chance you have 
bred any new ones which you wish to name please get in touch as these have to 
be registered in the U.S.A. more details of this will be published later.

Myself  and Mary were introduced to the wonderful world of Strepto-
carpus by the chance meeting of an old friend (Ken Jones) while out shopping 
one morning. We chatted for a while and I asked what he was growing these 
days, “Streptocarpus” was the reply and he went to some lengths to describe 
them. On arriving home I got out my books to look up all the usual information 
that you would like to know on a plant that you would like to know more 
about. What did I find? virtually nothing, very little information at all and it is 
still the same today. So I decided I must go to Ken’s as soon as possible to find 
out more. I managed to go up there early one morning just as Ken was dressing 
a plant up hoping to take it to show. After a brief look I went straight home and 
called my wife Mary (who was rather busy at the time) and rather annoyed that 
I’d called her away. On arrival back at Ken’s we stood by the greenhouse door 
and looked in, what a sight for us at that time, around 150 Streptocarpus in full 
flower. Mary who doesn’t normally swear said “bloody hell”, from then on we 
were both “Hooked” and so the story goes on.

Plant by plant, everything that I’d previously grown gradually disap-
peared until all my greenhouses were filled with Streptocarpus. After showing 
for a while we were getting the same questions asked, where is the information 
and couldn’t someone form a society? So working along with Ken for 2 years 
and more, we found out all the information we could and what peoples reac-
tions were. For the last two seasons I've had stands at many large shows in-
cluding Shrewsbury, and the support from yourselves has been terrific thus 
“The British Streptocarpus Society” was born.

What we need now is news and views from members to go in future 
editions, even if you only enjoy a few plants on a windowsill tell us about it. 
However you write or contact us we can edit it and publish. AFTER ALL IT IS 
YOUR SOCIETY!

Frank and Mary

“ After all it is

YOUR SOCIETY

Frank and Mary”
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Addresses for mail or ar�cles 
for publica�on in next issue

Ken Jones
23 North Street
Boney Hay 
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8PB

Frank Davies
9 Wharf Lane
Chasetown
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8QY
Tel:- 01543 672938

Or e-mail
tom.causer@ic24.net
Deadline for ar�cles or 

Ques�ons  is
30/11/99

If you have pictures you want 
printed in the Newsle�er 
please send 35mm negs or 
slides to Ken Jones these will 
be returned a�er publica�on.

The editor 



Newsletter

This time I write on what I 
would hope to be an established soci-
ety, welcoming all that have joined
us. Frank and Mary Davies and my-
self have had a very eventful and 
busy season. It has been at times hard 
work especially for Frank and Mary 
who are both in full-time jobs other-
wise to give up holidays to coincide 
with shows is rather an eventful busi-
ness in itself so all credit to them. The 
main thing being, that at all the 
shows, meeting and talking to so 
many of you, was a very enjoyable 
experience and one of course we hope 
to repeat next season along with one 
or two more if we can fit them in. We 
do need some of you to give us a little 
of you time by writing us your expe-
riences with your plants. What meth-
od you use, where you grow them, 
propagating methods, do you grow 
any from seed? Do you attempt any 
breeding/ if so what methods you use 
and are you trying for any particular 
type or colour of flower? Any stories 
you have about them. Do you show at 
all, if you have never shown why not?

I’m sure most of you have a 
local show somewhere close by. Lo-
cal Societies are usually grateful for 
an extra entry or two. If you are a 
novice there is usually someone on 
hand to help you place your entry in 
the right class. You could also meet 
some fellow enthusiasts from your ar-
ea that you didn’t know of, thus mak-
ing new friends. Who knows you may 

start a class just for Streptocarpus. 
That’s something I’d like to see in a 
lot of local shows.

Talking of shows we have 
plans for our first Streptocarpus Soci-
ety show next year, very appropriate
the Millennium year and all that!

The venue is booked at Staf-
ford in September at the National 
Early Chrysanthemum Show, Mid-
land Vegetable Society Show, Mid-
land Gladioli Show, and various oth-
ers. We haven’t finalised all the de-
tails yet, it is probable that it will be 
judged under normal R.H.S. pot plant 
rules at least for now, until we can 
formulate our own rules for Strepto-
carpus. We are looking at ways of 
making the Schedule easy for every-
one so that members all have a 
chance to enter and win from the 
smallest to the largest grower. If you 
have any suggestions for these classes 
please let me know. The Stafford 
show is very easy to get to, whichever 
way you travel, having  Main road 
and Motorway links to the Show 
ground and ample free parking.

I wish you all a very happy 
and good growing season for the year 
2000.

Ken Jones, Chairman.

Ken Jones, Chairman

Streptocarpus Saxorum
Growing in Ken Jones
greenhouse
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Hybridizing in the United States
by Dale Martens

Dale Martens 
Growing room

I began to realize the difference in 
growing Streptocarpus in the U.S. as com-
pared to other countries when I was asked on 
several occasions by growers in Europe and 
South Africa what I did to "winter" my 
plants. I thought that a peculiar question until 
I discovered that they didn't understand how 
prevalent fluorescent light growing is in the 
United States. In the U.S. the average Strep-
tocarpus hobbyist grows plants on a plant 
stand along side African Violets and other 
gesneriads. My lights are on 12 hours a day. 
We expect our plants to be blooming 356 
days of the year and those of us who hybrid-
ize, hybridize all year. This is why we don't 
use many species as parents since species 
tend to be seasonal bloomers with a reduced 
number of blooms or no blooms in late fall 
and winter. That's pretty much unacceptable 
for the average plant stand grower.

Historically Lyndon Lyon, Michael 
Kartuz, and Jonathan Ford have created most 
of the Streptocarpus varieties we grow in the 
US. The recent focus of hybridizing has been 
to create ever-blooming plants which are 
compact. In fact, the smaller, the better to 
many. Lyndon Lyon, who passed away this 
year, wrote an article for the Gesneriad Hy-
bridizers Association's newsletter, Cross-
Words, in the summer of 1978 telling how he 
was so fascinated with seeing tiny S. cyanan-
drus at an AGGS convention that he used it 
to hybridize, first planting seed in 1972. The 
best of the seedlings from these crosses were 
named "Cape Beauties."

Once each year Michael Kartuz, 
who has grown Streptocarpus for the past 40 
years, would bring his Streptocarpus and be-
gonias to our local Gesneriad club and give a 
lecture on his latest hybridizing efforts. I first 
became interested in hybridizing Streps when 
I saw the wonderful colors that Michael was 
creating. Streptocarpus 'Captain Blood' was 
the first true red. S. 'Coral Comet' is his salm-
on-red. Michael's current goals include creat-
ing sturdy, compact, and more free flowering 
varieties with new colors, forms, and perhaps 
heat tolerance.

If Americans do grow their Streps 
outdoors, our main problem other than winter 
freezing ,is summer heat. Michael is focusing 
on heat tolerance and so is a new Strep hy-

bridizer and fellow Texan named Connie 
Leifeste, who has contacted Streptocarpus 
field collectors in South Africa for advice on 
hybridizing for heat tolerance. Living in the 
Southern one-third of the U.S. means intense 
heat and drought devastate most Streptocar-
pus hybrids. It is not unusual to have 60 days 
in a row of 90-100 degree temperatures in 
most Southern states.

Jonathan Ford from Ohio is the most 
prolific American Streptocarpus hybridizer 
who recently registering 147 hybrids. 
Although many of his Streps are standard or 
large in size, Jonathan's hybrids show a wide 
variety of colors and shapes with S. 'Joker' as 
an excellent example of his efforts to produce 
eye-catching, floriferous and compact plants. 
In addition, he created streaked blossoms 
such as S. 'July Fourth' which is a deep rose-
pink heavily streaked in white and cream. 
Jonathan also made an effort to create many 
double blossoms.

One popular hybridizer, Dr. Ralph 
Robinson, has been keeping the home light 
gardener in mind while working on develop-
ing bloom stalks that are short, stiff, and up-
right with foliage that is glossy and flat. 
These are his "Bristol" series of Streps. I've 
seen them and the blossom stems are defi-
nitely shorter so that they don't touch the 
overhead tube lights.

My hybridizing goals include minia-
turising Streps by using S. kentaniensis and 
S. 'Joker' and creating doubles by using S. 
'Double Raspberry Parfait.' Streptocarpus 
kentaniensis with its rosulate form, is a sea-
sonal bloomer. The S. kentaniensis x S. 
'Pegasus' cross produced two good, ever-
blooming hybrids, 'S. Gator's Tail' which 
won Best Streptocarpus at the 1998 AGGS 
convention and 'Lavender Rosette' which 
won 2nd Best Gesneriad at the national Afri-
can Violet Society of American's 1999 con-
vention. Those two hybrids were grown and 
entered by friends who grew them on plant 
stands. I threw away their sister seedlings be-
cause all the others were seasonal bloomers.

My crossing 'Double Raspberry Parfait' x S. 
'Blue Mars' (both Ford hybrids) resulted in a 
semi-double blue ribbon winner at the 1998 

“our main problem 
other than winter 
freezing, is summer 
heat.”
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Streptocarpus
Texas Hot Chili

Grown by Dale Martens



Hybridizing in the United States (continued)

A sample of doubles 
grown by Dale Martens

AGGS convention named, 'Al's Pal.' Current-
ly I've got some interesting hybrids by cross-
ing S. 'Al's Pal' with an unnamed wine-purple 
semi-double. Normally semi-doubles have no 
pollen, but I found one distorted pollen sac 
on the wine-purple blossom.

The (S. 'Joker' x self) x self pro-
duced two compact award winners: the 
AGGS 1997 Convention's Best New Intro-
duction, S. 'Petite Pink Princess' and the 1998 
Best New Gesneriad, S. 'Texas Fantasy' with 
splashes of a lighter Color on a darker back-
ground. Both have leaves less than 7 inches 
long. In addition, this cross produced the 
Streptocarpus I'm most known for, S. 'Texas 
Hot Chili' with its compact size and bright 
purple-red blossom.

I'm very excited about some brand 
new plants I have from hybridizing efforts of 
Toshijiro Okuto in Japan. I have a fragrant 
unifoliate I grew from his seed of Streptocar-
pus 'Big Yolk' x S. vandeleurii. Depending 
on your nose, it smells either like wet leather 
or like magnolia blossoms. In addition, he 
created some excellent compact Streps. An-
other thing I'll focus on is variegated leaves. 
Toshijiro brought to the AGGS convention 
for the Live Auction leaves from a variegated 
Streptocarpus given to him by Margaret Gurr 
of New Zealand. Connie Leifeste and I com-
bined our funds to bid on these 2 leaves and 
we prevailed during the very exciting bidding 
winning them for $100. All of these new hy-
brids will be used extensively in my next hy-
bridizing adventures.

Dale Marie Martens
2728 Masters Drive
League City, Texas 77573-4404

“I’m most known for, 
S. ‘Texas Hot Chili‘ 
with its compact size 
and bright purple-red 
blossom.”
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Little acorns.   by Jim Ellis
In the early eighties my wife and I 

were invited by a local gardening club to visit 
the Liverpool Flower Festival. After a rather 
tedious journey we arrived and disembarked. 
The weather was not particularly good but 
the displays were outstanding. Seeds of sweet 
peas were duly purchased to be sown in Oc-
tober and on our way back to the coach we 
passed through a large hall wherein was a 
display of plants of a genus that we had not 
previously met - Streptocarpus. We ordered 
three plants from the exhibitors (Dibley’s), a 
lovely large red, Joanna; a clear white, Alba-
tross and a pale blue with darker stripes, Hei-
di.

These three plants were nurtured 
and bloomed wonderfully during the next 
year. Leaf cuttings were taken, plants given 
to our friends and relations and our collection 
added to over the next three or four years. 
We had become “streptocarpusphiles!”

By 1988 we had eighteen named va-
rieties and I decided to enter them in the ama-
teur section of the now extinct City of 
Leicester Show. I duly arranged fifteen plants 
amongst ferns and ivies and was awarded 
second prize. Later we met a former col-
league who had left teaching to run her own 
nursery. she had seen our display and sug-
gested very forcibly that I should enter the 
trade section at the next show as I had suffi-
cient good quality plants to put on a display.

Thus, in August 1989, with much 
trepidation we took our plants to the show. 
We had a vague idea of what to do, but, to be 
honest, did not know exactly how to do it. 
We acquired some black shiny plastic which 
we draped over upturned tomato trays and 
after much perspiration, mental anguish and 
very heated discussions we arranged some 
one hundred and thirty plants in some sem-
blance of a display. Much to our utter amaze-
ment we were awarded a Gold medal ( and a 
good cash award). Our good fortune did not 
end there, for at the close of the show, we 
were inundated with requests from the public 
who wished to buy plants from the display - a 
factor we had not considered (how naive!!).

Since those first stumbling, amateur-
ish efforts we have moved on to exhibit at 
other shows and now have more than sixty 
varieties and species. We have learnt from 
our mistakes - I hope! We have met many 
wonderful people at all of the shows and 
have always been impressed by the generosi-
ty of our fellow exhibitors. There is a cama-
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raderie at every show that carries one through 
a dull day with a humour and banter all of its 
own - a twelve hour stint on one’s feet going 
nowhere is very,very tiring.

About six years ago my wife was 
asked if I would give a talk on Streptocarpus 
to a garden club, she kindly “volunteered” 
my services, and now I enjoy visiting groups 
spreading the gospel of “Streptocarpusism”. 
It is always good fun visiting garden clubs to 
share the enthusiasm of the members whether 
there is twelve or two hundred in the audi-
ence.

In the last ten years we have had a 
lot of fun with our plants. Now that I have 
totally retired from teaching we can spend 
more time enjoying shows etc. and develop-
ing our hybridisation programme. I am far 
too old (or, as my granddaughter says “ de-
crepit”) to start a new career but we shall 
continue exhibiting for a few more years. The 
Millennium should see us at Leicestershire 
Flower Festival, Lincolnshire Show, North-
ampton Town Festival, Bakewell Show and 
at Edenbridge - well! that is it so far!

Sometimes I wonder what would 
have happened if I had discovered these won-
derful plants some thirty years earlier. They 
could well have ousted my first passion, 
chrysanthemums and, instead of a career in 
education, I might have become a nursery-
man of great repute.  

There are still many people who are 
unaware of the great rewards that come from 
growing Streptocarpus, but we note that 
plants are appearing in supermarkets (albeit 
inferior seedlings) and this will undoubtedly 
bring about a greater interest. We have had 
( and are still having) great fun from these 
plants and have developed a love for their 
longevity, colour and general easiness.

“ I am far too old (or, 
as my granddaughter 
says “ decrepit”) to 
start a new career“

Jim Ellis’s hybrid named 
after his granddaughter
Laura Elizabeth



Ken’s Queries and Questions
and letters from members
Well 103 members now which we think is quite an 
achievement. But there are quite a few of you out 
there who we know absolutely nothing at all about. 
Members who have not entered anything in the com-
ments section of the membership form, and ofcourse 
we like to get to know members wherever possible, 
this makes for a more friendly society. You can write, 
phone or e-mail and let us know your likes and dis-
likes as well as any other comments you have.

New members comments.
Mr. G. E. Shirt. High Peak, Derbyshire.
Quite a collection of hybrids. I notice Mr. Shirt you 
also say “we have”, so would it be a family concern?

B. Smallcombe. Newport, Gwent.
You list both species and  hybrids among your 50 plus 
plants, what species do you grow, are they bought in 
or from seed?

Mrs. M. A. Hill. Cheltenham, Gloucester.
So you're just a beginner! So stay with us, for when 
those beautiful plants flower, well I’m sure you will 
want to grow and know more.

Mrs. Margaret Hope. Malvern, Worcestershire.
Another beginner, again when you have grown some 
good plants I’m sure you will want to know more of 
them. If you need any help let us know.

Ifor Griffith. Lichfield, Staffordshire.
Your comments about how wide are we publishing 
ourselves. As you know we’ve put displays on at a 
wide variety of shows (you've helped out at quite a 
few for which Frank and myself have been very grate-
ful) also advertising our society in 2 gardening publi-
cations earlier in the year. We are constantly writing to 
people all over the country and abroad. So now mem-
bers from these other areas are spreading the word of 
our society, so Ifor I think we are not doing to badly.

Mrs. N. B. Davies. Fforestbach, Swansea.
Another from Sue Long’s country, you're in good 
company down there aren’t you! Glad to hear you are 
so interested.

Mrs. Lynda Putt. Weymouth, Dorset.
That’s a nice number you grow. What species Lynda? 
E-mail me at Tom Causer’s  e-mail, it’s in the News-
letter, plus any other news you have from down there.
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Mrs. Kath Joiner. Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands.
You also grow a fair number and are close enough to be in 
touch when we have a local meeting. Are you going to en-
ter our show this year? if you are a newcomer to showing 
we’ll be on hand to put you at ease.

Mrs. P. Stratt. Truro, Cornwall.
I don’t know how long you've been growing, but if you're 
plants do not have names it may well be that they are seed 
strain varieties that do not have individual names. Chorus 
Line is a well known and very good double.

Mrs. Mortimer. Merstham, Surrey.
You ask about the form of the Newsletter, well by now 
you will have had your copy. What do you think? It will of 
course change a little as we get more news from members 
like yourself. You say you are happy to exchange ideas 
and experiences, both growing and hybridising. Well I’m 
happy you are, this is exactly what we would like from 
members. What are you breeding? are you looking for a 
particular type of flower or plant or a particular colour? 
Write us a little article for the Newsletter maybe if you’ve 
no experience we can always edit for you.

Mr. R. P. Kearle. Bridgewater, Somerset.
Your comments on exchange of plants, seeds, and leaf cut-
tings has cropped up on a number of occasions. We are al-
ready forming a seed  exchange programme and as soon as 
this is formed we will inform all members. Obviously with 
seed there is no great problem with postage. Plants and leaf 
cuttings are a little more difficult, but I would hope we can 
find a way round this. 

Mrs. Kim Williams. Sway, Hampshire.
Thanks for the good luck wish Kim. I noticed your advert 
in the wanted column of Amateur Gardening for Hilliard 
and Burts book on Streptocarpus, I hope you get lucky. I 
tried for about 3 years in this country without success, I 
finally managed to get a copy via friend in South Africa. It 
is a study of all the species in the wild plus the science of 
evolvement of the family and very fascinating. I have to 
study it a little at a time.

Mrs. S. J. Potts. Bracknell, Hertfordshire.
I think most of our members take interest in other garden 
related things and it doesn’t matter that you’ve limited 
space, just as long as you have that interest.

Annie Risbridger. Bletchingley, Surrey.
We know Jim Ellis quite well and he is a member. The va-
riety “Stacey” I don’t know and its not in the register of 
named varieties (maybe new and not yet registered) . 



The purple could  possibly be 
Ken’s Queries and Questions
and letters from members (continued)
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“Elsi”. I’ll try and find out for you.

Miss D. M. Horton. Lichfield, Staffordshire.
Another, pretty local to ourselves, are you go-

ing to support us at next seasons show? It’s not far to 
go and if you have transport problems we could possi-
bly help.

Mr. A. Darkins. Stapleford, Nottinghamshire.
You just say “Hybridizer” please tell us a little 

more. How and what are you trying to achieve for in-
stance.

Mrs. Margaret Felthouse. Kidderminster.
Hope you enjoyed our stand and Shugborough 

in general. Are your new plants doing well?

Mr. R. Pemberton. Wrexham.
So glad you enjoyed our displays at Shrews-

bury and Kings heath and thank you for the comments 
about ourselves.

Mr. Pat Halls. Thundersley, Essex.
Thanks for your comments on my letter, glad 

you’ve got Dibley’s book, and yes the R.H.S. book 
shop address will be very useful.

Letters from members

To:-
The British Streptocarpus Society.
My sincere congratulations on achieving your target of 
100 members by the end of your first year. This is ex-
cellent news and must bring you all a great deal of sat-
isfaction for all the hard work you've done in the pro-
motion of the Society, I hope this success will multi-
ply.
Yours sincerely,
Ann Norman (membership No. 17) 

Dear Ken, Frank & Mary,
I just wanted to say thank you for the great newsletter that 
you all produced in September, with special thanks to Tom 
for publishing.
It was a great read from start to finish, I couldn't put it 
down until I’d finished it completely.
I can’t wait to read articles on “How to....” hybridise and 
on the best way to raise from seed. I have a small collec-
tion of up to about 50 different ones and have enjoyed 
growing Streptocarpus since the early eighties. I first met 
Frank and Mary Davies at the Shrewsbury Flower Show 
last year and was immediately impressed with their main 
stand, with the variety of colours and styles on show - so 
different from Dibley’s. Everybody I've met have been so 
warm and friendly. I also would like to say a big “Thank 
you “ to Frank for building my new staging and helping 
me install recently - out go the tomatoes and I can double 
the amount of Streptocarpus from last year. I’m very hap-
py to be associated with the Society and hope it grows 
from strength to strength.
Ifor Griffith. Lichfield, Staffordshire.



Cuttings the Franken Way
by Frank Davies
First you need some MULTI-
PURPOSE COMPOST and 
VERMICULITE medium grade, 
mix 2 parts compost to 1 part 
vermiculite.
The next item required is a seed 
tray, size of which depends on 
how many leaves you are put-
ting in.
Fill the tray with compost mix, 
water with warm water and 
place where you intend to grow 
your cuttings, i.e. window sill, 
propagator, greenhouse or hot 
bed. (Cuttings taken from 
September to May do need extra 
heat, from the end of May to the 
end of August no extra heat is 
required). Let the compost in the 
tray settle for 24 hours. Find a 
nice medium size leaf [1], take 
it off the plant, now you can do 
two things with this leaf, you 
can cut 1 ½  inches off the tip 
[2], make a groove in the com-
post ¼  to ½  inches deep, place 
the cut edge of the leaf into the 
groove firming slightly [3]. Or 
with the leaf laid flat on its 
front, cut out the main rib [4]
and place in the compost as be-
fore [5]. The compost should be 
kept moist NOT WET all 
through the growing time, we 
find it takes one month for the 
leaf to root, and a further two 
months before you see any 
young plantlets [6].

Take the plantlets off the 
leaf, they should pull off quite 
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easily, and place in another seed 
tray filled with the compost you 
use for potting. Grow on for 
about six weeks and then pot 
them into 9 cm half pots (3 ½  
inch half pots).

Cuttings taken in January 
should be showing some flowers 
by the middle of August. My 
cuttings are taken in September/
October and are showing flower 
by the middle of July. If you do 
cuttings during SUMMER 
months SHADE from 
BRIGHT SUNLIGHT a sheet 
of newspaper laid over the top 
will do.

Young plants for potting 

[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]



Sowing seed  by Frank Davies
As the seed is so fine I 

find that a ¼ seed tray is best, 
you can sow it thinly. So we 
need a ¼ seed tray, filled ½ inch 
from the top with multipurpose 
compost put through a ¼ inch 
sieve (riddle). water well and 
place on propagator covering 
with a piece of glass for 24 
hours to warm through.

To sow seed fold a piece 
of white paper in half, then open 
it and tip seed into the fold, now 
tap the paper over the seed tray. 
DO NOT COVER SEED, IT 
IS TERMED SURFACE 
SOWN. Cover with glass and a 
sheet of newspaper, turn the 
glass over at least once a day, 
twice if possible, this is to stop 
the condensation droplets rot-
ting the seed. If compost dries 
out use a sprayer with lukewarm 
water to wet it, or put the tray 
into lukewarm water for about 
10 minutes to soak from the bot-
tom. You should see germina-
tion starting within 8 - 10 days. 
As soon as you see green dots 
on the compost remove the pa-
per. When you can count the 
seedlings remove the glass. 4 - 6 
weeks after you should be able 
to prick out into a large seed 
tray, about 50 seedlings per tray, 
when they have they have cov-
ered the tray, pot up into 2 ¼ or 
3 ½ inch pots.
For seed sown in December / 
January you should see some 

“ DO NOT COVER 
SEED, IT TERMED 
SURFACE SOWN”
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flower by August / September.
If you have not got a propagator, 
seed can be sown in the same 
way, from May onwards on a 
windowsill, don’t forget to 
shade from bright sunlight.

Seed at germination point 



Some History of  the Streptocarpus (Part 2)

The main species involved in the early crosses de-
veloped by Veitch and the later one or two others up to 
around 1900 were S. Saundersii, S. Polyanthus, S. 
Wendlandii, S. Fanniniae and later S. Cyaneus. It was al-
ways the S. Rexii types that were thought to be the most 
desirable so all the back crossing was done with this.

All of these types became known as S x Hybrids 
and obviously had similarities to S. Rexii, the main differ-
ence was in the size of the flower and the range of colour. 

Somewhere between 1859 and 1900 a dozen dif-
ferent Latin names were given either to crosses between 
different species or further crosses of hybrids and species. 
All of these names have now been dropped except the for-
mal one of S x hybrids which is still used to denote strains 
developed from S. Rexii with other species.

From 1900 there was quite a lull until 1914 - 1916 
when Irvin Lynch did some hybridisation using two more 
species that had come in, namely S. Cyaneus (1907) and 
S. Denticulatus, again this was to try and improve the 
strains of S x hybrids.

The writer now comes to what I would refer to as possibly 
the most important step forward in the history of the mod-
ern Streptocarpus. In the 1930’s Mr. W.J.C.Lawrence un-
dertook the job of investigating flower colours in Strepto-
carpus, part of the this work involved the breeding of 
some plants, as a result of this work two very interesting 
plants were produced. One of these plants, called “Merton 
Giant”, was very vigorous and on investigation this was 
found to be a tetroploid the first even to be recorded. The 
other plant which at that time was called “Merton Blue” a 
cross between a strain of S. Hybrids and S. Johannis. This 
name was later changed to “Constant Nymph”. This is 
still a very popular plant today. At this point the rest of 
W.J.C.Lawrence’s work is unknown to the writer despite 
trying several sources for information so if anyone out 
there has anything on Lawrence I’d love to hear from you.

As “Constant Nymph” appeared around 1946 it 
would seem that interest in these plants started to grow. 
Although the John Innes Institute kept the plants to them-
selves in the early days it would appear that some 
“escaped” into Holland. These were grown by amateurs in 
the area around “Wageningen” and became very popular. 
The Dutch commercial growers quickly saw the potential 
and started to grow Streptocarpus in great quantity. We 
were much slower of the mark here in Britain and found 
ourselves buying plants from the Dutch.

The “Constant Nymph” story continued on from a 
cross that was first made in the 1930’s and then did not 
appear to be widely recognised until around 1962 and was 
grown much at all until a few years later. However more 
attention to this was attracted in the mid 1960’s by the 
work of Dr. M.E. Marston who experimented with the 
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vegetative propagation of these plants and publicised its 
virtues. 

Also in 1966 Mr. C. Broetjes of the Institute of 
Atomic Sciences in Agriculture at Wageningen irradiated 
the leaves of Constant Nymph with X rays and fast neu-
trons (at the optimum dose of 3 Krads of X rays). 60% or 
more of the plants had mutated for one or more characters 
apparently a very high rate. Leaves were also treated with 
colchicine. Plants were not very different from Constant 
Nymph, but a distinct number of colour changes were evi-
dent and these were selected and trialed, and in 1969 the 
following plants were introduced commercially, Cobalt 
Nymph, Mini Nymph, Netta Nymph and Purple Nymph. 
At roughly the same time as these were issued there also 
appeared a natural white form with a yellow throat at the 
nursery of Mr. Maassen at Elst in Holland and this plant is 
still grown today under the name of Maassen’s White. 

The story of Constant Nymph still goes on and 
will form part of the last episode the reasons will become 
apparent later. I must now go back to the 1950’s for an-
other part of the Streptocarpus story. The “Weismoor Hy-
brids” these appeared in the catalogue of Enst Benary in 
1952 they were the result of work carried out for 20 years 
by Carl Fleischman of Weismoor, West Germany. They 
are a seed mixture which produces a consistent variety of 
colours and colour designs with a flower of a stable form. 
These are larger than species Streptocarpus producing 
many stems with several flowers as much as 3 inches 
across the face. The tube which is 2 inches long expands 
into a funnel shape. Later the firm of R. Blossfield of 
Lubreck carried these a step further by offering separate 
colour strains of the Weismoors.

So the Weismoor types are really very different 
than the Rexii Hybrids with which they have been con-
fused many times, the flower form being distinctly differ-
ent on the Weismoors. The flower having rounded lobes 
quite shallow and often wavy edged or fringed. Colours 
ranging from White to deepest Blue and through to deep-
est Red and quite often having very striking markings on 
the lower lobes. These plants can be very spectacular 
when they are well grown.

I personally believe most commercial seed strains 
we see today available in this country are derived from 
these. It is possible of course to get hand pollinated seed 
from specialist nurseries.

This now brings us up to the 1970’s and will con-
tinue in the next edition, for so much work on Streptocar-
pus has been done since then, all over the world there is 
now so much interest in this wonderful flower. 



Happy New Year
from Frank and Mary Davies
(joint secretaries)

1999 saw the launch of the Society, and the response was overwhelming.  We 
have 100 + members at the moment.

Mary and myself exhibited the society stand at 6 large shows.  We were 
assisted at most of the shows by Ken and his wife, also Ifor Griffiths.

At the Malvern Autumn Show we gained a R.H.S. silver medal, this was 
judged against 70 trade stands (not bad for our first year!)

Quite a few members attended the show, particular visits were made on 
Saturday by Sue Long and her husband, also Chris Rose who stayed all day, I think he 
enjoyed himself thoroughly (hope so Chris?).  Ken and his wife also attended.

Sunday however was left to Mary and myself, what a wonderful weekend, 11 new 
members!

Now to another one of my dreams, A STREPTOCARPUS SHOW.
This will hopefully be held in September in conjunction with the National 

Chrysanthemum Society at Bingley Hall, Stafford Show Ground. We have already 
been in contact and room is available if required.  We have chosen Stafford because it 
is central to all members, with good car parking facilities, and it will be held with oth-
er society shows (Fuchsia / Vegetable etc.)

Obviously these shows take a lot of preparation and planning, so we would 
like to take this opportunity to ask all members if there is a possibility of attendance or 
to show their own plants.  Enclosed is a form for completion expressing interest in the 
above.  These need to be completed and returned to myself by end March 2000.

We understand that circumstances may change but it will give us an idea of 
interest and participation for the show.  We would like perhaps, to use the show as an 
A.G.M. as well as an informal get together.

I would like to close by inviting you, if you are in the Midlands at any time, to 
view our 1000 plants, please ring so that I can arrange for Ken or myself to be availa-
ble. 

The stand put on by Frank and Mary at 
Malvern. 

“ I am waiting 
patiently for letters 
and articles from 
members of the 
society”

The editor
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Addresses for mail or
ar�cles for publica�on in 

next issue

Ken Jones
23 North Street
Boney Hay 
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8PB

Frank Davies
9 Wharf Lane
Chasetown
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8QY
Tel:- 01543 672938

Or e-mail
tom.causer@ic24.net
Deadline for ar�cles, 

ques�ons or le�ers is
30/04/2000

If you have pictures you 
want printed in the 
Newsle�er please send 
35mm negs or slides to Ken 
Jones these will be returned 
a�er publica�on.

The editor 



Newsletter

Our society is now one year old, 
that is from the meeting when it was de-
cided to go ahead. It was an exciting time 
for myself and Frank after working at it 
for so long. I think we both had mixed 
feelings regarding how it would take off, 
but by the end of the year we were well 
past the amount of members that were 
expected, and for that I would like to 
thank you all. As I’ve said before this so-
ciety is for all who grow Streptocarpus 
whether it’s a few on a windowsill or 
hundreds in a greenhouse. We are still 
getting quite a few applications for mem-
bership so hopefully the future bodes 
well for us as a society. Also we are get-
ting several applications from various 
overseas countries, thus showing that 
there is literally a world-wide interest in 
Streptocarpus.

Most societies abroad include 
lots of other Gesneriads, I think we may 
possibly be the only one which caters 
just for Streptocarpus. This season has 
also seen us growing more species than 
ever before, the seed of quite a number 
of these was collected in the wild in Afri-
ca by one of our now members Jaco 
Truter who has been corresponding with 
us for quite a while, in a later issue we 
will have an article by him relating to the 
areas where he collects seed. So for all 
you people who have had some of the re-
sulting seedlings from Frank this should 
be of great interest, I know it will to my-
self. When Jaco sends the seed he usually 
puts the area where each was collected 
from and to us there are some weird and 
wonderful names, hopefully there will be 
pictures too, some of the terrain where 
they are collected can be quite rugged. 

To grow them is somewhat of a chal-
lenge in some cases. Some like a little 
more warmth than others, some more 
moist and some almost bone dry, it’s 
very fascinating! Have a go, I’m still 
pretty much a novice as yet with some of 
these.

On a slightly more serious note, 
the season now begins, when forthcom-
ing shows will soon be upon us and we 
hope to meet a lot of members at the 
ones we attend throughout the season. 
I’m holding my breath a little for the ear-
ly ones as my own plants this season, alt-
hough growing away, well at the time of 
writing, seem a little reluctant to come 
into flower. Plus the fact Frank and my-
self put our main batch of cuttings in 
somewhat later than normal so we are 
well behind with these. This just goes to 
show than anyone can have a bit of a slip 
up, and no doubt one or two of you have 
made a mistake or two. Hopefully we can 
all learn from this. I hope you all have a 
marvellous flowering season and please 
don’t forget our first society show at 
Stafford in September.

Your Chairman

Ken Jones.

Franken Kerry’s Gold
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Growing Streptocarpus Down Under
By Ken Wilson
Following my last article on our way of 
sowing Streptocarpus seed, I will give 
my methods Streptocarpus (and most 
gesneriads) from leaf cuttings and by 
division.

1) Leaf cuttings:- There are sev-
eral reasons for taking leaf cuttings, they 
are (1) sterile plants, (2) plants that have 
sported, (3) increasing your own collec-
tion, and if you are given a leaf of a spe-
cial plant.

(1) Sporting plants are when they 
(for no reason) decide to change their ge-
netic structure, and sometimes this hap-
pens only to half the plant. This proce-
dure is carried out to test the sport leaf 
for stability, follow the leaf down below 
the flower stem and sever with a sharp 
knife.

(2) Sterile plants:- This is due to 
the plant not producing pollen or not pro-
ducing viable seed.

There are several ways to use the 
leaf cutting, so lets look at the different 
ways.

(a) When you have selected your 
cutting, there are several ways in which 
to prepare it for potting, I will endeavour 
to give you four ways, in which you can 
cut it.
(1) Lay the leaf upside down, and with a 
very sharp knife or razor blade cut out 
the central main vein and discard the 
vein. Brush the edge with hormone pow-
der and plant in the following ways.

I use oblong containers 7 x 3 x 3 inch-
es, I can get two half leaves in each. I 
make sure that the leaf is low enough in 
the container that I can put a lid on the 
container. This method will give at least 
one plantlet at each vein end.

(2) Using the same method of the 
above, take the two halves of the leaf and 
cut again in the following way.

Throw away the black areas, you will get 
a plantlet from each wedge.

(3) A small leaf can be planted in 
the same way as African Violets.

(4) If the leaf is a long one cut in 
the following way.

Each half can be planted in the mix 
again after brushing the cut half with 
hormone powder.
All the above cuttings will take about 3 
months to produce plantlets.
I usually give bottom heat to the cuttings, 
approximately 60 degrees Fahrenheit. No 
matter which method is used never let 
the potting mix get dry.

I hope you try these methods.

Ken Wilson, Down under.

“There are several 
ways to use the leaf 
cutting for potting……”
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Ken Wilson outside one of 
the English style pubs, on a 
day out



In the beginning
By Gordon Long
We have been married for 30 
years now and have been gar-
deners from the onset. Wife Sue 
being the more experienced in 
the early days, I was always out 
fishing, but after buying a house 
with a “nice bit of garden” over-
grown for years we joined the 
local Gardening Society and we 
were on our way.

The first season was odd, 
to say the least, spuds, broad 
beans, sprouts, salad crops and 
strawberries, ah well, it was a 
start. I soon became keen on 
dahlias and exhibition vegeta-
bles whilst the “other half” ca-
tered for the floral side, and in 
one of the ramshackle green-
houses that had appeared, start-
ed to grow some 
“Streptowhatsitnames”.

Her interest in Streps 
grew and she was always adding 
to her stock. “What's this one 
then” I said one day. “Oh that’s 
one of my own crosses” she 
said. We were on our way.

Dunvant where we live is 
a little hotbed of Strep growers, 
a nucleus of about six to eight 
keen growers, which is unusual 
for a village gardening club. 
Apart from Dibley’s and Sue’s 
own varieties that was the extent 
of our Streptocarpus world.

There was no organized 
trip to Birmingham Gardeners 
Weekend so we drove up our-
selves, did the rounds as usual, 

“then into the Big 
Marquee to see if the 
Midlanders could grow 
a dahlia as good as the 
“taffs”.
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then into the Big Marquee to see 
if the Midlanders could grow a 
dahlia as good as the “taffs”. We 
had just passed the roses when I 
said “look at that lot over 
there!”. Too late, I was talking 
to myself, she had gone, and 
there it was, an eight foot tiered 
stand full of Streps, many of 
which were unknown to us. 
“Who's are these?” she said, 
“grew ‘em meself” he said. Half 
an hour later wife Sue and our 
new friends Frank and Mary 
were still talking Streps, plus 
talking to the public who were 
showing loads of interest in the 
plants, so after swapping details 
we left. Most of the journey 
home was Strep talk, pleased to 
meet like minded folk and a few 
new plants too!

Franks enthusiasm for 
Streps fired us up and after 
many letters and phone calls he 
and Mary came to our club to 
talk to our members. We had a 
great night and next day visited 
a few local members to compare 
notes including Albert our most 
senior Strep fan who is in his 
eighties. Up the M5 next to 
Burntwood and the inaugural 
meeting of the British Strepto-
carpus Society. I was there! Sor-
ry we were! More was to follow. 
We have always visited flower 
shows - from the village show to 
Chelsea, now it was our turn, 
first Sunday in August the Gow-

Gordon Long in one of their 
greenhouses.

The strep greenhouse
sharing with bedding plants 

and Dahlias, for the �me 



In the beginning (continued)
er Show and our first stand. We 
chose a woodland setting, logs, 
moss, ferns, chipped bark and 
“Streps”.

The judges must have 
liked it because we got a Gold 
medal and plenty of interested 
folks. Stage two - City of 
Swansea Show, same theme, 
bigger stand, and a Silver med-
al, only one point short of a 
Gold. Frank and Mary turned up 
on the Sunday for moral support 
and photos, so many thanks to 
you.

Since last Autumn new 
shelving has been fitted to “her” 
greenhouse also a strip light, 
leaves are on the hot bench and 
seed has been sown.

Sue is busy sending off 
packets of seed and answering 
letters and I am amazed at our 
membership topping the hun-
dred mark in such a short time. 

Frank, Ken, Mary and 
committee have done wonders, 
so twist somebody’s arm and 
make them a member!

Forward with the Strep!

Gordon Long.
SWANSEA.
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Report from the Seed Bank

I must say I was pleasantly 
surprised at the response for seeds. 
To date 21 members have applied for 
seed and in all the Seed Bank has 
supplied 145 packets of seed. It was 
lovely to hear from so many people 
and from so many different parts of 
the country.

At this point I’d like to thank 
Chris Rose, Frank and Ken for sup-
plying the seed. Another big thank 
must go out to one of our members, 
Barry Saunderson, who has supplied 
a massive amount of Species seed. So 
if anybody still wants to try their 
hand at growing Species, please let 
me know.

In a good quantity I have:- S. 
Polyanthus, S. Goetzei, S. Solenan-
thus, S. Cooperii and S. Fanniniae.

There was such a choice of 
seed that it was very tempting to try 
everything, however I limited myself 
to a tiny amount from just a very few 
on offer, and these are already up and 
growing away.

I hope all or some of the folks 
that had seed will let us know how 
they got on and if they have some 
new and interesting new varieties 
from seed. 

I have heard on the grapevine 
that the seed I sent to Kath at Kew 
Gardens is up and away except for 3 
species of Streps that are still to show 
yet.

Well, good growing, I hope to 
see some of you at the Shows, espe-
cially the new National Show.

All for now,
Sue Long.

“ Stage two—City of 
Swansea Show, same 
theme, bigger stand,“

Sue Long  by her stand at 
Swansea.



Ken’s Queries and Questions
and letters from members

The year 2000 and I hope that it is going 
to be even more successful for our society than 
last year. My comments in this column are still 
related to comments made on your membership 
forms from 1999 this will probably be the last of 
its type except for specific questions asked by 
members or new members coming in, it will grad-
ually be replaced by questions and queries of my 
own.

Mrs. Mead, Rutland.
You started collecting over 12 months 

ago, stay with us Mrs. Mead for I’m sure you will 
want more.

Mrs. F. M. Smith, Acocks Green, Birmingham.
A nice number of plants that you grow, do 

you show them at all? Glad you were impressed 
with the stand at Kings Heath.

Mrs. Theresa Richardson, East Lothian.
I see you marked off species on your form 

Theresa, what species do you grow? Most mem-
bers only grow hybrids plus one species such as 
S. Saxoram. We are very interested in those who 
grow species because they are in the minority and 
some of these require different growing methods 
to hybrids, also some have a very great beauty of 
their own.

Mrs. Maureen Hampson, Kings Norton, Bir-
mingham.

Good reasons for joining Maureen and yes 
you will learn more about propagation as well as 
many other growing techniques hopefully from all 
over the world. And thanks for the good luck 
wish.

Mrs. Margaret Galloway, Ardrossan, Ayshire.
You don’t tell us a lot about yourself Mar-

garet, but we have quite a few members now in 
Bonny Scotland. What do think of our efforts so 
far?

M. G. Hodge, Carsington, Oxford.
I see you ordered “Kerry’s Gold” one of 

our own raising and very popular, a good easy 
grower and a beautiful flower.
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Chris Rose, Bristol.
I have to mention you Chris, and for those 

who do not know, Chris is a very keen grower and 
raises many new (sometimes rather complex) varie-
ties.  He grows about 700, mainly his own hybrids 
and sticks with his breeding programme until he 
achieves his goal. A true amateur hybridist he current-
ly has a few worthwhile varieties named which you 
will be hearing about very soon.

Mrs. Marie Nunn, Richmond, North Yorkshire.
So you joined us via Jim Ellis, a keen grower 

and member. You have quite a collection there Marie, 
do you show any, perhaps at local shows? I bet your 
surgery gets a few comments when you've filled the 
windowsills with plants. I believe Frank has answered 
your question about the plants you mentioned, and 
yes we hope to have a leaf, and/or, cutting sale or 
swap very soon.

Mrs. Anne Feasey, Hornchurch, Essex.
So glad you’ve joined us Anne, and that Strep-

tocarpus are one of your favourite flowers. You were 
looking forward to the Newsletters, please let us 
know what you think, also I’m quite sure you will 
soon get to know the difference between specie and 
hybrids.

Mrs. Verity Lucas, Bridgnorth, Shropshire.
You say that you only grow established plants 

from Dibley’s, well there is nothing wrong with that 
at all, I think that’s how most of us started, I know I 
certainly did. You will easily learn to take your own 
cuttings, and as our seed fund is now open, why not 
send for some and try yourself, it’s very rewarding to 
get a good one from seed.

Mrs. Angela Finch, Maidenhead.
You mention your plants coming from Di-

bley’s, Angela they are our foremost Streptocarpus 
Nursery and are very good, most of us have had 
plants from them either off stands at shows or sending 
mail order, but if you ever get chance to visit their 
nursery during flowering time it really is a sight to be-
hold. You also mention “Franken Ella” which is one 
of ours and very nice too. Have you just seen a picture 
or maybe a plant somewhere?



Mr. T. Blackshaw, Sta-
Ken’s Queries and Questions
and letters from members (continued)
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penhill, Burton on Trent.
Nice to have met you at Malvern, I some-

times travel into Burton maybe I could phone you 
sometime and perhaps visit. Thanks for the good 
wishes to the society.

Mrs. G. Chilvers, Thetford, Norfolk.
I know that I wrote to you last year I see 

you grow a fair amount, tell us more! I like your 
“I wish” comment by the e-mail addresses, so do I 
Mrs. Chilvers.

Mr. C. W. Reynolds, Little Sutton, Cheshire.
Nice to have met you at Shrewsbury, you 

were looking forward to the Newsletters. What do 
you think so far?

Sandra Banner, Bromsgrove, Worcs.
Pleased to have been of help at Kings 

Heath and Malvern Shows. I hope the advice we 
gave is bearing fruit.

Mrs. Jean Edwards, Crowthorne, Berks.

A nice number of plants Jean, do you show them 
all or just grow them purely for pleasure? Again 
you seem to be a member who has looked for-
ward to the Newsletters, your comments would be 
appreciated.

Ken Canning, Londonderry, Northern Ireland.
Glad that you appreciate the forming of 

the society Ken. You are obviously a great lover 
of these plants as I hope we all are. The wish to 
learn more is ongoing for all of us, indeed we 
have learnt a hell of a lot since we started to think 
about forming a society, about 3 years ago now, 
when the idea first, dare I say “Germinated” with 
Frank and myself. I see you grow species as well 
Ken, tell us more, and where your interest lies in 
these.

Miss Ann Roe, Oxon, Notts.
I remember your letter very well Ann, I hope 

yours and your mothers plants are doing well and that 
your Horticultural studies are coming along. If you 
learn of anything that may benefit us as a society 
please let us know.

For those members who we have not met, this 
has been a very interesting writing time for me, and I 
hope that in some way I’ve made ourselves more 
known to you. Answering comments like these has 
been almost like trying to see what makes people tick.
I hope I haven’t invaded your privacy too much, the 
comments I've made I know will only relate to the 
comments made by people on their application forms.

Hi fellow growers,
Just a line to let everyone know my success and failures as 
a Streps grower in my first year. I am a dahlia grower, and 
on the Essex Dahlia Committee, and I show dahlias each 
year. One of my fellow growers showed me his green-
house in the autumn of 98 and he had some sixty Streps in 
flower, that was it I was hooked! I managed to get 
“Branwen and Kim". I enjoyed them the rest of the flower-
ing season, and wanted more  varieties. I managed to get 
another 20 varieties from him and enjoyed them through 
99.
I am a golf mad person and one hot day in June I played all 
day, can you imagine my panic, when entering the green-
house seeing not wonderful Streps but rows of lop eared 
rabbits.
I sprayed copious amounts of water everywhere and had a 
very sleepless night. Next morning (I wont tell you the 
time but very early) I could not wait to get in the green-
house, the Streps were sitting up as perky as ever, I pur-
chased some green windbreak and made up some roller 
blinds( as one fright is enough!)
I entered falling stars in Hadleigh show, it had to go in the 
house plant class, and came second out of nine, but caused 
a lot of interest. In the autumn I tried propagating I used 
half seed trays with 1 part multi compost and 1 part sand 
cut the leaves to fit the trays soaked them from the bottom 
I did 4 trays of different leaves cut down the spine as nor-
mal they all had 20 plants except Kim which had none I 
am sure someone is going to tell me why, I have just got 
another greenhouse and will site amongst the trees, hope-
fully my Streps will be happy there. Thanks to everyone 
making the society a success and may I wish you all a hap-
py growing 2000 

Pat Halls



My Collection
By Kim Williams
I don't have to tell anyone who 
owns one or more Streptocarpus 
how addictive they are, you just 
cannot stop at one or two, you 
just have to have all that you 
can find. Yes I'm an obsessive 
collector, so much so I have 
been granted full “National” 
collection status! I have out-
grown two greenhouses and will 
be moving into a third this year, 
my excuse is that I need room 
for visitors to move and enjoy 
the collection.
` It all started over 20 years 
ago when I bought one with my 
pocket money, this grew into 
three hybrids, the larger flow-
ered varieties with only one or 
two flowers on each stem, but to 
me they were wonderful. These 
plants have been kept going 
through leaf cuttings over the 
years keeping them indoors, 
(back then there wasn't the 
ready available choice you get 
today). It wasn't until nine years 
ago when I obtained a small 
greenhouse and visited a garden 
centre for plants did I notice 
Streptocarpus  on a stand, stun-
ning, my heart was won over, 
what had happened over the 
years? so many colours and the 
flowers were smaller and so 
many of them, that was it, I just 
had to have one, then another 
and another!

To start with each winter I 
would bring my plants indoors
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( my husband is very forgiving). 
Then I decided to experiment, I 
bought a cheap second hand 
paraffin heater, I was advised 
against using it for Streps, but 
thought I’d give it a go, I bought 
one of each plant indoors just in 
case of losses, In my well insu-
lated six foot greenhouse I 
would let temperatures drop to 
1ºc even 0 ºc on one or two oc-
casions before lighting the heat-
er, this did work well but the 
mild winters did help, and living 
on the south coast. Once in 
greenhouse number two my col-
lection had grown to over one 
hundred different varieties, I 
could no longer bring them in-
doors so I then didn't let the 
temperature drop more lower 
than 5ºc, upgrading the heater 
for a newer model. Greenhouse 
three will have electricity in-
stalled, mainly for peace of 
mind with so many plants, not 
having to keep a constant watch 
on weather forecasts, and saving 
me getting up in the middle of 
the night when the temperature 
has dropped suddenly to light 
the heater!!
So where do I go from here, 
well with more room I can start 
my own Hybridising, my aim is 
to breed more compact plants, 
eventually as small as African 
violets! Watch this space I’ll let 
you know how I get on. If any-
one has any advice do contact 

“ Once in greenhouse 
number two my 
collection had grown 
to over one hundred 
different varieties,”



My Collection (continued)
me. And of course I’ll be collecting even 
more plants. This year will be my first year 
opening to visitors, I've gone through the 
stage of are my plants good enough for peo-
ple to see? So I wait in anticipation for reac-
tions.
I do take my plants to the local village mar-
ket, I have regular customers who look for 
me which gives me some confidence in this 
area new to me. My personal favourite strep 
and one popular with customers is Kim, no 
I'm not biased! Its small inky velvet looking 
flowers with lighter throats are charming and 
it is a compact grower. One rival to Kim is 
Demeter, an American variety with violet 
flowers and white veining  over the whole 
flower, again a compact plant just right for 
windowsills.
So if you are on holiday or near me, do ar-
range a visit, I’ll be pleased to see you. My 
collection is open on certain Saturdays and by 
appointment.
Tel. 01590 683570.
e-mail swaystreps@lineone.net. or write: 

Brambly Hedge, Mill Lane, Sway, Hants. 
SO41 8LN
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Two of the plants in Kim’s collec�on.
A red is pictured above and a lilac below.



Secretaries report

This is the third Newsletter, the last one in our first year how the time has flown by.
I trust you will all join me in thanking Tom (our Newsletter Editor) on a job very, very well done.
Thanks Thomas.
The show in September is ON; full details will follow nearer the time.
Seed fund has made an excellent start. Well-done Sue.
While on the subject of seed, S.haygarthii occurs only in Kwazula-Natal and eastern cape provinces of 
South Africa. NOT Malawi as on the seed list, thanks to Jaco, our member on the spot, he lives in South 
Africa.
I understand Sue has had some more seed since the list was put out if you are interested drop her a line, 
or give her a ring.
All the founding committee thanks YOU ALL for joining and making it all possible. Our membership 
stands at 116 to date, and applications are still coming in.
Next season the society will have some NEW varieties to offer, some will be on the stand this year, and 
on Jim Ellis’s stand also.
They will not be available from anyone else
My cuttings this season have been a flop (even I make mistakes) have had a lot of leaves rot just after 
rooting, put them in to late.
Any of you hybridizing this season, please don’t forget the seed fund, any seed spare please label it, and 
send it to SUE.
Sorry but your Membership Renewal will soon be due, please use enclosed form. Still only £5.00.
All we need now is for you to use,
THE SWAP SHOP. 
SEED FUND.
KENS QUERIES AND QUESTIONS.

BUT MOST OF ALL TELL US ABOUT YOURSELVES.

Have a good growing season hope to see you at one of the shows we will be at.

Frank Davies.
Secretary. 

. 
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Some useful addresses and contact 
numbers
SECRETARY CHAIRMAN
Frank Davies.                                                           Ken Jones.
9 Wharf  Lane.                                                                  23 North  Street.
Burntwood.                                                                       Boney  Hay.
Staffs. WS7  8QY.                                                            Burntwood.
Phone 01543 672938.                                                        Staffs.WS7  8PB.
e-mail. FKSTREPS@aol.com

TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP SEED  FUND
Margaret  Ereaut.                                                                            Sue  Long.
10 Woodlands  Lane.                                                                      26 Killan  Road.
Shirley                                                                                             Dunvant.
Solihull.  B90  2PT.                                                                         Swansea  SA2  7TD.

Phone 01792 207898

NEWS  LETTER  EDITOR SHOW SECRETARY
Tom  Causer.                                                                                   Mary  Davies.    
24 North  Street.                                                                              9 Wharf  Lane.
Boney  Hay.                                                                                     Burntwood.
Burntwood.                                                                                      Staffs.
Staffs.                                                                                               WS7  8QY.
WS7  8PB.
e-mail tom.causer@ic24.net
Fax 01543 303083
Fax is available 17.00 - 21.00 weekdays
and 09.00 - 21.00 weekends

SOCIETY TRUSTEE
Ifor  Griffith.
Bryn Felin.                     .                                                                                            
16 Grange  Lane.          
Lichfield.
Staffs.
WS13  7ED.

The Society hopes to be at the following shows.
B.B.C. Gardeners World Live at the N.E.C. Birmingham.
June 14th—18th inclusive

Shugborough Gardeners Weekend. Shugborough Hall, Nr. Stafford.
July 15th & 16th

Shrewsbury Flower Show, Quarry Park, Shrewsbury.
August 11th & 12th. If you come use park and ride.

Kings Heath Gardeners Weekend. Kings Heath Park, Birmingham.
September 2nd & 3rd

National Chrysanthemum Early Show. Bingley Hall, Stafford. Our own Show included.
September 9th & 10th

Malvern Autumn Show. Three Counties show Ground, Malvern.
September 23rd & 24th

“ I would like to 
say well done to 
both Kim and 
Gordon, it’s the 
sought of thing that 
I am waiting for”

The editor
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Addresses for mail or
ar�cles for publica�on in 

next issue

Ken Jones
23 North Street
Boney Hay 
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8PB

Frank Davies
9 Wharf Lane
Chasetown
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8QY
Tel:- 01543 672938

Or e-mail
tom.causer@ic24.net
Deadline for ar�cles, 

ques�ons or le�ers is
31/08/2000

If you have pictures you 
want printed in the 
Newsle�er please send 
photos, 35mm negs or slides 
to Tom Causer or 
Ken Jones these will be
returned a�er publica�on.

The next issues will be on 
the 1st October 2000,
1st  February 2001,
1st June 2001.



Newsletter

As I write we are about 3 weeks away 
from our first show as a society which by now 
you will have received all the information on, I 
sincerely hope many of you will have attended 
and hopefully supported the show by actually 
having a go and showing a plant or two.

For those who know me you will know 
that I personally had a somewhat disastrous start 
to the season this year. Well those that haven’t 
seen me for sometime I have to report that the 3 
“P’s” have now paid off, Patience, Perseverance 
and Persistence. Due to last years programme of 
shows we took our main batches of cuttings far 
too late so young plants were well behind. I then 
had my main propagating blanket go down just 
at the time when seed was germinating plus a 
whole host of other setbacks at this time. Result, 
halfway through the season and I had very little 
flower at all, but the point is that plants have a 
resilience all of their own given T.L.C. they will 
come through and my greenhouses are now full 
of wonderful colour. My seedlings are coming 
out and each day brings a further surprise espe-
cially considering that due to my problem some 
were almost lost and had to be pricked out with 
a sharpened stick, they were so tiny. But our 
chosen flower is harder to kill off than some of 
the real old school ever thought and at the end 
of the day I still have far more plants than I can 
comfortably accommodate, so for anyone who 
has had problems I say keep trying and your 
plants will respond and reward you with masses 
of wonderful flowers.

News now from around the shows, our 
first visit being the N.E.C. and “Gardeners 
World Live”, our first at this show which to me 
must be now about the largest in the country. I 
only did two of the five days but many of you o 
thanked myself; Frank and Mary for the past 
years work. Also a number of you  made your-
selves members at the show. I didn’t get to meet 
personally the 7 year old young lady who had 
quite a surprising knowledge of Streptocarpus 
varieties. Frank immediately made her an honor-
ary member and duly presented her with a plant 
of “Kerry’s Gold”, so young lady are you still 
looking after it well? Please let me know!

Shugborough Gardening Weekend was next 
on our list this one being reasonably local to 
us, maybe not so big but a very nice venue. 
We met many old friends and members 
talked of Streptocarpus to our hearts content 
and the highlight of this show was making a 
very nice young lady our 200th member.

Our next visit was again a first time 
one, this time at “Locko Park” in Derbyshire 
again a Gardening Weekend in a very beauti-
ful estate with a lovely drive through the 
grounds, here we met many new friends and 
several new members a place well worth a 
visit if you have never been before. The 
opening of the grounds around the house and 
the arboretum I also found very delightful. 
Here as at Shugborough you could also pur-
chase many garden plants of good quality at 
prices far less than at some of the larger 
shows.

Our last show up to the time of writ-
ing was Shrewsbury, this one for myself is 
the one I like best of all, not just a Garden 
Show but something for everyone, from 
10am to 10pm events going on to capture 
ones interest throughout the day, I’m always 
a little sad when this one closes. We met peo-
ple from all walks of life and with all kinds 
of interests in gardening not always Strepto-
carpus, this is always interesting for although 
Streptocarpus are my chosen plant and flow-
er, I still take an interest in other things be it 
flowers fruit or vegetables and its still nice to 
talk on other garden related subjects.

Again I say more shows to come 
and I hope to meet some of you that I haven’t 
previously met and some to renew old friend-
ships. To all of you who have written and in 
some cases are still doing so I thank you and 
please continue writing. You may not get an 
immediate reply for as the society grows so 
does our mail but a reply you will eventually 
get.

Ken Jones
Chairman

The 200th member to join 
the society standing in front of the 
stand at Shugborough
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The Discovery of a new rosulate 
Strep. Species in 

South Africa Mpumalanga Province
Hilliard and Burtt mention in their 

“Streptocarpus - An African plant study” (1) 
(The definitive groundwork for the genus) that 
the whole “S. Cyaneus - S. Parviflorus” com-
plex was in a state of confusion, requiring 
much careful study, geographical delimitation 
and field work. Mention was also made of a 
small rosulate strep occurring on the 3 Sisters 
Mountain, North west of Bourke's Luck, Blyde 
River Canyon, Mpumalanga Province. They 
were not sure if this represented another form 
of S. Cyaneus or whether it was a new species.
Dr. Max Weigend and Dr. Trevor Edwards af-
ter much comparative study and fieldwork de-
scribed the following taxa: (2) 
S. Cyaneus ssp Cyaneus

ssp nigridens
ssp longi-tomii
ssp polackii

S. Parviflorus ssp Parviflorus
ssp soutpansbergensis

S. fenestra-dei
S. roseo-albus

The segregation of these taxa certainly cleared 
up much of the confusion and in a future article 
I hope to discuss these various species and sub 
species and explain the differences between 
them.

I, together with another “strep fanatic” friend 
of mine Rob Kunitz decided to travel to 3
Sisters Mountain and hopefully find this strep.         
We arrived at the base of the mountain on a hot 
Saturday in February, armed with a collecting 
permit from the Mpumalanga Parks Board, 
having travelled 4 ½ hours from Gauteng to 
reach the site. With hiking bags and cameras 
over the shoulder, we set off up the mountain 
which had a highest point of 1703 m. Fuelled 
by the excitement of possibly finding this 
taxan, we reached the upper slopes within a 
hour.

No forest occurs on this 3 peaked mountain 
(as can be seen from the photographs), only 
sparse bush clumps. The mother rock is dolo-
mite, which is not a substrate commonly chosen 
by strep to grow on.

By now the tension was running high. Rob 
was the first to spot a plant, growing in a rock 
crack, in full flower. We were ecstatic, realiz-
ing, even, with our cursory mental comparisons 
that this was definitely something new. How 
beautiful that first sighting was, a small rosette 
of short, narrow leaves topped with approxi-
mately five, two flowered short peduncles with 
large, glistening flowers. There are an average 

of 3 indistinct lines on the bottom three lobes 
and a fairly broad conspicuous yellow bar in 
the throat (this marking being typical for the S. 
Cyaneus complex). We found many more 
plants, mostly growing in very small colonies 
and very exposed, some being found lower at 
1430 m growing in cracks on boulders strewn 
in the grassland. This is a relatively dry area 
with many xerophytic Aloe, Asparagus, 
Commelina, etc. being seen. We brought plants 
back and these are currently in cultivation.
They definitely do not fit into the species con-

cept of any of the previously mentioned taxa, 
but are closely related. Streptocarpus, as genus 
contains many species that are narrow endem-
ics, geographically isolated to specific moun-
tain peaks, river valleys or waterfalls. We are 
hoping to describe this species in conjunction 
with personnel from the South African National 
Botanic Institute, Pretoria, Gauteng. Two possi-
ble species names; S. arida (alluding to the dry 
habitat) or S. dolomitica (in allusion to the 
mother rock upon which the species was grow-
ing).

Background of Author

Jaco Truter stays in Benoni, Gauteng province, 
South Africa. He has been growing both hybrid 
and species streps for approximately six years, 
and is interested in the cultivation and taxono-
my of the species as well as primary and more 
complex hybrids. His other botanical interests 
are African terrestrial and epiphytic orchids and 
the Amaryllid genus Clivia.

Address details:

P.O. Box 5085
Benoni-South
1502
South Africa
e-mail: Ecoplas@iafrica.com

Any advice regarding original habitat details 
with respect to cultivation, please do not hesi-
tate to contact.
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ThreeThreeThree Sisters MountainSisters MountainSisters Mountain

The pictures in this 
column were taken by 
Jaco Truter.
They show Streptocarpus 
growing in their natural 
surroundings in South 
Africa



It consists of a loose rosette of S.cyaneus –
S.fasciatus type leaves. The two-flowered 
mauve / pink flowers are large, short tubed 
and quite flaring. A yellow bar is present in 
the throat of the corolla tube and there is a 
single light stripe on each of the bottom three 
lobes. It grows amongst rocks and grasses at 
low altitudes. The species name commemo-
rates the collecting work done by Mr. Chris 
Kunhardt of Kwazulu-Natal. The description 
of this species is quite important because it is 
the “missing link” between the Southern 
“S.rexii – group” and the Northern 
“S.cyaneus – S.parviflorus group”. It was 
originally thought that no rosulate species 
occurred in Northern Kwazulu-Natal, so this 
find was quite exciting. 

The two new species that are mentioned 
in the Newsflash 

The Discovery of a new rosulate 
Strep. Species in 

South Africa Mpumalanga Province
“Notes on Streptocarpus Cyaneus an 
S.parviflorus.

Sendtnera 2: 365 - 376. 1994
Addendum:

I have found out recently that “Streptocarpus 
- An African Plant study” is still freely avail-
able at a reasonably low price here in South
Africa. 
The details, University of Natal Press, Private 
Bag X 01, Scottsville, 3209. (price R30.00 
south African Rands).

Newsflash
Two new Streptocarpus. Species 

in process of being named!!!!

Dr. Trevor Edwards of the Natal 
University, Pietermaritzburg,Kwazulu – Na-
tal, Province of South Africa, has submitted a 
paper describing two new Strep. Species, one 
from Mpumalanga Province and the other 
from Kwazulu – Natal. Details are as follows 
(please note that the following names will 
only be official once the paper describing 
them has been accepted).

S.hilburtii. This lovely perennating 
plurifoliate grows on loose shale (very “un-
strep-like” base material) in the Long Tom 
Pass and surrounding mountain peaks near 
Sabie, Mpumalanga Province. It has between 
one and three fairly large hairy leaves and 
multi-flowered (I have counted up to 35) pe-
duncles opening up consecutively, very simi-
lar to S.candidus. The flowers bear a resem-
blance to S.mayeri in that the corolla tube 
possesses parallel rows of dark lines. The 
royal blue tubular flower is quite striking. 
See Attached photo where a plant was col-
lected with late flowering peduncle (hence 
only 3 flowers present). The species name 
(specific epithet) commemorates Olive Hilli-
ard & Bill Burtt, who completed the bulk of 
the earlier research work on Streptocarpus.

S.kunhdatii. This beautiful rosulate 
occurs in the dry Valley bushveld of the Iatla 
Nature Reserve, Northern Kwazulu-Natal 
Province. (If you have Internet access, you 
can see an excellent photo of this species, 
marked S.cyanus – mauve” from Toshijiro 
Okuto, on the AGGS website (photo gallery). 

“The two-flowered 
mauve/pink flowers 
are large, short tubed 
and quite flaring.”
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Breeding new plants (My first attempts)
By Frank Davies

By now some of you will have 
sown seed and therefore have 
young seedlings and are wonder-
ing what they are going to come 
out like.

Well it’s a waiting game; by the 
time (August /September) the 
first one comes into flower you 
will be over the moon and be say-
ing to yourself (as I did) that’s 
nice. when you have 20 plants in 
flower you will have to start to 
make your mind up as to which 
ones to keep, if you keep them all 
space may be the problem 
(another greenhouse / window-
sill / conservatory).  So you 
should look at what you already 
have and compare your new ones 
to those, if you think they are too 
much alike, throw it away, yes 
throw it away (they make good 
compost).

Pick out the best 2 you have and 
label them for breeding for next 
season either, to self or even to 
one of your own plants e.g. Susan 
or Kim etc. 
(To self is to cross-pollinate one 
flower to another on the same 
plant). 
Please do take a photograph of 
any new ones and send it to Tom, 
so that we can publish it in the 
newsletter, (the negative if possi-
ble, you will get it back).

If you have a local show enter 
your new ones even if they are 
small, and note the reaction from 
fellow exhibitors, even if they do 
not grow Streps.

Franks Hybridizing Hiccups.

The first time I did this was in 
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1994; I had been trying to cross 
Lisa with Kim and could not get 
any pollen from any of the flowers 
on either plant.  The time of day 
was 11.00am., it was a Tuesday, 
the first week in August, (2nd

week of my annual holiday), it 
was also tea and biscuit time, 
Mary came to the greenhouse 
with it.  We talked about the lack 
of pollen and decided to have an-
other go later.  I went and did 
some weeding on my vegetable 
patch, came back into the green-
house about 1½ hours later, tried 
for pollen again and got it! Loads 
of it!  

I had a piece of black plastic and 
shook pollen from Kim and Heidi 
onto it, then without any thought 
blew it all over Lisa, (which was 
full of flower).  When I told Ken 
what I had done, he laughed.  
Eventually 2—3 seedpods devel-
oped and 14 – 16 weeks later 
seed was collected.  
Seed pods grow mainly after the 
flower has dropped off, they can 
be from 1in long to 10 ins, you 
will see within a few days if they 
are fertile, as they tend to green 
up.
After a few weeks growth you 
should see that they are swelling, 
but it takes approximately 14 
weeks before they start to go 
brown, once they do this, you can 
cut it off storing the pod in a pa-
per bag, don’t forget the label!
My seed is all collected this way, 
in bags in a draw in the spare 
bedroom (which is now my so 
called office, I will get in order I 
will!)

This seed was sown on Christmas 
Day; I tend to sow my seed 
around this time as it gives 80% 

“ then without any 
thought blew it all 
over Lisa, (which was 
full of flower).“

F1 is now registered as 
White Wings



Breeding new plants 
(My first attempts)  (continued)
chance of seeing a flower the first 
year on the seedling.  

The seed only took 8 days to ger-
minate and grew quite slowly, 
thinking I had sown it thinly but 
ended up with 2 full trays of 
seedlings, a pin would not go be-
tween. “What the devil are we go-
ing to do with all these?” was 
Kens remark, “we would need 20 
greenhouses to grow this lot”.  
Well we did not, for some reason 
they started to damp off, and I 
lost about 80% of them, even 
after spraying with chesthunt 
compound.

I blame the compost but cannot 
be sure, but it has not happened 
since, touchwood, nor has that 
brand of compost been used 
since.  

What was left, I pricked out into 
seed trays, approximately 80 
plants per tray.  (Still far too 
many), 90% of them grew to pot-
ting size, which were then potted 
into 9 cm (3 ½ inch) ½ pots.  
However now we tend to use 
6½ cm.  (2 ½ inch) pots.
By the way both Ken and myself 
use half pots (continental pots).

The first one to flower was labeled 
F1 (my identification is F and 
Ken’s is K).  F1 is now registered 
as White Wings.

During the next 6 weeks most of 
them flowered, ending up with 
38, that 38 has now dwindled to 
11, and out of those 11 we have 
registered 4.  

I took F3 to Shrewsbury Flower 
Show and entered it as one of 3 
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in the Three Pot Plant Class (got 
first).  F3 caused a stir, as it was 
velvet with a slight yellow throat, 
very compact plant and full of 
flower.  So what to do with this 
plant?  Breed with it was the an-
swer.  What to?  We could not 
make our minds up so we selfed 
it, (that is crossed one flower to 
another on the same plant), the 
result was very, very good.  More 
on this in the next issue and on 
how to cross-pollinate and new 
plant registration.   

“ for some reason they 
started to damp off, 
and I had lost about 
80% of them“

F3 is not named but this 
plant is used for breeding 



Ken’s Queries and Questions
and letters from members

Before I answer the queries I must say hello 
and thank you to several members who have written in 
phoned or e-mailed.
Mrs. M. Tyrie. Member No. 20
L. Leasey No. 61
M. Nunn No. 65
Robert & Janet. No. 67
Angela Finch. No 69
Mrs. P. Strutt. No. 27
These are just a few of the many people who have en-
joyed being members in the last year and have sent 
thanks and good wishes for the future of the society. It 
makes it so much more worthwhile to all of us when 
members send comments like this.

My main topic in the Queries line is a con-
dition known as “Fasciation” I know some of you 
will realise what it is but this year we have had quite a 
lot of mail about it. Fasciation is when the plant either 
has a very flattened flower stem or two stems appear 
to be joined together, very often the main flower will 
be distorted or at least have more petals than it should 
do. In the case of Streptocarpus if that flower is taken 
off very often the secondary ones on that stem can be 
normal. “Fasciation” we are told by the “Boffins” of 
the gardening world is not a disease it occurs on many 
plants out in the garden and even on some weeds, it is 
what is called a genetic disorder. Something causes 
the plant to try and change genetically while at a very 
young stage it maybe a combination of several things, 
such as a drastic change in weather conditions, change 
of environment, someone watering with ice cold water 
or just the plant itself sensing some kind of change, 
I’m told that even in this age it is still not fully under-
stood. Certainly this year outside there seems to have 
been a lot of various plants with this condition. With 
Streptocarpus it is known some varieties are more 
prone than others, what I would suggest to members is 
where you have a plant with “Fasciation” you can take 
off the offending stem, if it is to unsightly, very often 
a normal one will take its place. If the plant has only 
one leaf where deformed stems are coming from and 
you have only one plant of that variety then only take 
your leaf cuttings from a “clean leaf”, if you have oth-
er plants of the same variety that are completely free 
of this condition then use those for propagation, hope-
fully then this will give you a better chance of having 
clean plants.

Query number 2 concerns growing plants 
with lighting systems. This is one question I cannot 
answer from my own experience, though I am re-
searching the subject for an article at a later date. 
However we have had articles concerning this by Dale 
Martens from America and Ken Wilson of Australia 
where growing under lights is their accepted method. 
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What I would do would be to use Fluorescent lights sus-
pended approximately 18 inches above the plants at a time 
when young plants should be showing their first flower 
stems. I would then keep a careful eye on them if your 
plants flower O.K. on the first stems and behind these you 
can see new stems coming up then provided you are not 
getting excessive leaf growth you should be about right. 
For the moment that is about the only advice I can give. 
There are of course on the market proper Gro-light systems 
but I do know that these are rather costly to run. If any 
member has experience with lighting systems I would be 
very glad to hear from them.
Letters from members

Dear Margaret,
Please find enclosed cheque for £5.00 for member-

ship Sept 1st - August 31st 2001. No 127
I am the membership secretary of the North Devon Fuchsia 
Society, on the 2nd August we had our 29th Annual Show in 
a 280 ft marquee at the Local Agricultural Show, I am an 
exhibitor of Fuchsias, and also got a “first” for my Strepto-
carpus, one Jennifer with 80 – 90 blooms. With regret I 
shall not be able to make Stafford this year, but all best 
wishes for a lovely show. I look forward to reading a re-
port on its success.

Sincerely Louisa Stubbs.

Dear Frank & Mary,
Thank you once again for our visit to you 

on Saturday. We were both amazed and delighted with 
your wonderful displays of Streptocarpus. They are cer-
tainly an addictive and enjoyable pastime. Since joining 
the society we have learnt a lot from your society Newslet-
ters, our visit to your stand at Locko Park Derby (the main 
reason our visit to this show) and our visit to you on Satur-
day. I started with a leaf of Chorus Line two years ago 
from my sister in law whom I have just enrolled in the so-
ciety. I had purchased a couple of unnamed varieties from 
garden centres when I saw an advertisement for Dibley’s 
last year and sent for some plug plants, this spring I saw 
your advertisement for the society, and after reading your 
Newsletters and speaking to you I have become hooked!
I purchased some more plugs from Dibley’s at Tatton Park 
Flower Show in July. After my visit to you I have a lovely 
collection. I do not have a greenhouse to grow them so 
they are being “reared in the house. I also have several 
trays of leaves “on the go” and a tray of society seedlings 
have just germinated. I think the £5 membership fee is ex-
tremely good value – photocopying, postage phone calls 
etc. and look forward to forthcoming Newsletters.  Thank-
ing you once again for your hospitality on Saturday.

Yours sincerely
John & Dawn Genn (131)



Some History of  Streptocarpus
The Conclusion            by Ken Jones

I have related the story of 
Streptocarpus in previous epi-
sodes up to the point were I be-
lieve we can now begin to call 
them “Modern hybrids”, so I 
will take you back to what I be-
lieve is the start of this 
“Modern” look at least here in 
Great Britain.

The 1930’s saw W.J.Lawrence 
give us the start after making 
many Streptocarpus crosses 
which resulted at that time in 
quite a few hybrids worthy of 
note, (mainly the Merton series), 
but in 1946 a very successful 
cross was made between 
“Merton Blue” x S. Johanis. 
This resulted in a very famous 
Hybrid called “Constant 
Nymph” (some of you may still 
grow this as it is still available). 
In 1966 Mr. C. Broertjes of Wa-
geningen by virtue of irradiation 
popularised these plants even 
further by creating 
various coloured sports of the 
Constant nymph series. This 
part of the history now becomes 
an ongoing one up to the present 
day. From a cross first made in 
the 1930’s, the importance of 
which was not apparent until the 
early 1960’s and then was not 
grown very widely until towards 
1970. Since then the interest in 
Streptocarpus has really become 
very rapid indeed. Constant 
Nymph proved to be a very ide-
al plant under English growing 
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conditions. Around 1969 Mr. 
A.G.Brown of the John Innes 
Institute realised that a wider 
colour range than that of 
Constant Nymph was required 
so he started a series of hybrid-
ising using S. Johanis and not 
crossing it with another blue but 
various other coloured forms of 
hybrids. The crosses were suc-
cessful and the range of F1 hy-
brids were in the blue – violet 
range. Some were very attrac-
tive, very free flowering and al-
so fertile when self-pollinated. 
Out of these, 30 F2 progeny 
were grown; the F2 generation 
being the one where the greatest 
amount of variation takes place. 
A total of 3000 plants were 
grown. In addition to “blues” 
there was a whole range of col-
our from white through to pink 
and then red, purple and new 
shades of blue. As well as col-
our he also achieved many new 
flower patterns and markings. 
Out of these 150 were selected 
for trial, these eventually being 
reduced to 7. All of these 7 are 
names, which many of you will 
recognise; they are Diana, Fio-
na, Karen, Marie, Louise, Paula 
and Tina. In 1973 3 more of this 
strain were registered, Helen, 
Olga and Margaret.

So we are now in 1973 
and what the writer believes a  
rather strange thing occurred, 
during a comparison test with 

“ but the surprising 
thing was Margaret 
could flower all year 
round and could do so 
in very low light levels 
and duration.”



Some History of  Streptocarpus (continued)
Constant Nymph and Margaret in what was 
termed “cool greenhouse” conditions (no 
temperatures are given) in December Marga-
ret had an average of 7 flowering stalks per 
plant and Constant Nymph only one. Various 
other tests were carried out relating to photo-
periods of time but the surprising thing was 
that Margaret could flower all year round and 
could do so in very low light levels and dura-
tion. So then this brings up to fairly modern 
times in the history of our chosen flower. You 
should have realised by now if you have the 
earlier episodes that the bulk of the work in 
breeding Streptocarpus in about 180 years 
was actually done in this country and most of 
the story is tucked away on shelves some-
where in Institutes and Botanic Garden 
libraries in dusty old tomes that are hardly ev-
er read.

At this point I must mention our fellow 
growers and hybridisers over there in the 
U.S.A. I have not got any specific dates when 
it all started to happen over there, but I do 
know there are and have been some very 
good people who have contributed to the sto-
ry of the Streptocarpus.  Some of the earlier 
ones Ed Shearer and a range of plants known 
as Hollywood hybrids, Lyndon Lyon “Lyon’s 
hybrids” also his work in crossing species. 
Mrs. Arndt creating plants with very large 
flowers, Easterbrook creating smaller plants 
with very dainty flowers, Max Dekking, a 
man the writer would have loved to have met 
for from his writings he really studied his 
plants, their needs and where they came from. 
There are also breeders and growers from 
South Africa itself, Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan and several other places over the world. 
Dale Martens from the U.S.A. has already 
mentioned in her article some of the breeders 
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from over there and she does a tremendous 
amount of work for Streptocarpus as well as 
other plants in the Gesneriad family. Over 
here now we have quite a nucleus of amateur 
breeders 
including yours truly and Frank Davies 
(Franken), Chris Rose down in Bristol, Sue 
Long from South Wales plus a few more I 
don’t know personally. Professionally we 
have Rex Dibley from Wales with his won-
derful collection and where most of us started 
with plants from, (I wonder if “Margaret” 
mentioned earlier has any bearing on “Crystal 
Ice” or maybe a gene from an offspring of 
Margaret somewhere in the cross of “Crystal 
Ice” has created its ability to flower all year 
round?).

I personally thank all people past and 
present who have contributed to creating such 
a wonderful and versatile plant and flower 
that we have today. There are still many sto-
ries out there relating to different breeders 
over the world, people trying to create a yel-
low one, trying to get smaller plants, better 
stems on some, colours or just plain anything 
that looks good to them. The very best of 
luck, to each and everyone who tries, for in 
the end despite modern knowledge on genet-
ics “Lady Luck” still plays a part. 



Secretaries report

THE BRITISH STREPTOCARPUS SOCIETY IS 
1 YEAR OLD.

When Ken and myself first thought of starting the society we had expectations of between 
80 to 100 members in the first year. Well, today the membership stands at 270 yes 270.
The 5 days on the society stand at B.B.C. Gardeners World at the N.E.C. Birmingham was 
very good but very tiring but we hope to do it again next year. We met members from all 
over the U.K. including Northern Ireland, Scotland, South Wales , the West Country, 
Northern England and the South in fact a very good mixture, and I would like to thank 
you all for coming. Oh by the way we did meet one little girl from the North, only 7 years 
old, who had a collection of 21 different Streptocarpus so I asked her to name them, and to 
my surprise she did. We have only 1 junior member to date so if you have any under 16’s 
that you know, who grow Streptocarpus its free membership up to that age.
PLEASE, PLEASE let Tom or myself have your comments on anything to do with your 
Streptocarpus, the Newsletters or new plants that you have grown from seed, Mrs. Smith 
and Mr. Jones and in fact all of us would love to read about it.
Don’t forget if you have any spare seed send it to Sue for the seed fund please.

Well that’s all for now

Frank Davies
Secretary

. 
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Some useful addresses and contact 
numbers
SECRETARY CHAIRMAN
Frank Davies.                                                           Ken Jones.
9 Wharf  Lane.                                                                  23 North  Street.
Burntwood.                                                                       Boney  Hay.
Staffs. WS7  8QY.                                                            Burntwood.
Phone 01543 672938.                                                        Staffs.WS7  8PB.
e-mail. FKSTREPS@aol.com

TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP SEED  FUND
Margaret  Ereaut.                                                                            Sue  Long.
10 Woodlands  Lane.                                                                      26 Killan  Road.
Shirley                                                                                             Dunvant.
Solihull.  B90  2PT.                                                                         Swansea  SA2  7TD.

Phone 01792 207898

NEWS  LETTER  EDITOR SHOW SECRETARY
Tom  Causer.                                                                                   Mary  Davies.    
24 North  Street.                                                                              9 Wharf  Lane.
Boney  Hay.                                                                                     Burntwood.
Burntwood.                                                                                      Staffs.
Staffs.                                                                                               WS7  8QY.
WS7  8PB.
e-mail tom.causer@ic24.net

SOCIETY TRUSTEE
Ifor  Griffith.
Bryn Felin.                     .                                                                                            
16 Grange  Lane.          
Lichfield.
Staffs.
WS13  7ED.

SWAP SHOP

I am looking for seed to buy or swap of any of the following Streptocarpus Species
S.grandis ssp.septentrionalis
S.erubescens
S.davii
S.leptopus
S.didichanthus
S.nimbicola
S.buchananii
S.hiryinervis
S.hirticapsa

Many thanks Jaco Truter
See Jaco’s article for his contact address.

“ I would like to 
say thank you to 
Frank and Ken, also 
to Jaco Truter for 
their articles.

I would like to see 
other members 
having try, maybe 
just a small article 
or letter”

The editor

P a g e  1 0N e w s le t te r V o lu m e  1 , I s s u e  4

Addresses for mail or
ar�cles for publica�on in 

next issue

Ken Jones
23 North Street
Boney Hay 
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8PB

Frank Davies
9 Wharf Lane
Chasetown
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8QY
Tel:- 01543 672938

Or e-mail
tom.causer@ic24.net
Deadline for ar�cles, 

ques�ons or le�ers is
31/12/2000

If you have pictures you 
want printed in the 
Newsle�er please send 
photos, 35mm negs or slides 
to Tom Causer or 
Ken Jones these will be
returned a�er publica�on.

The next issues will be on 
the 1st October 2000,
1st  February 2001,



Newsletter

A very successful year for the society. 
As a whole, I do believe that we are 
now pretty well established in the world 
of societies having in excess of 300 
members and I thank all the stalwarts 
who have been with us from the begin-
ning and newer members who have 
swelled our ranks in recent months. As 
it is New Years Eve while I am writing 
this I would like to wish all our mem-
bers a very Happy New Year and a real-
ly successful growing season.

By now all of you should have 
had the show report from our first show. 
Our show secretary Mary Davies did an 
excellent job here as this was a first time 
effort. To my mind two things I should 
have picked up on in the show, as I am 
an old showman and should have known 
better. That is the fact that we did not 
display the names or seedling numbers 
of the plants that were on show some-
thing that will have to be rectified in fu-
ture shows. Hence you do not have the 
names of show winners in your report.
Some show winners were older varieties 
that we all know and love those that 
come to mind were Elsi, Falling Stars, 
Gloria, Kim, the slightly newer double 
Chorus Line and our own Kerry’s Gold. 
I also showed several of Chris Roses 
seedlings which are rather complex 
crosses going back to species plus sev-
eral of my own. More information on 
some of these will be published later. 
Our editor Tom Causer has just shown 
me two articles by Chris Rose, which 
you will see in this issue. The first being 
Chris’ Ten Commandments for plant 
care during wintertime, I must say I 

wholeheartedly concur with every-
thing he says here. If you follow these 
instructions faithfully then you should 
be able to maintain all your plants 
successfully.

Chris Roses other article is al-
so very good and this man really is on 
the higher plane when it comes down 
to breeding work especially crossing 
back to species. I know his article 
will make some of you wonder a lit-
tle, especially if you grow our flower 
just for its sheer beauty, but do not 
despair, just stop and think for one 
moment, its breeders like this all over 
the world today that are bringing us 
better and more colourful plants than 
ever before.
A complete contrast to this is my 
more down to earth growing methods 
and then the even simpler methods of 
Ann all again successful in their own 
way just enjoy whatever your pre-
ferred method is.

Ken Jones
Chairman

Frank Davies preaching 
the gospel according to 
Streptocarpus
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TEN WINTER TASKS FOR STREPTOCARPUS GROWERS.

by Chris Rose, Bristol, England 
( 01179 421481 / chrisrose@gn.apc.org )

These suggested seasonal tasks refer primarily to sub
-genus Streptocarpus ( non-stemmed ) plants being 
grown in cool temperate ( or colder ) parts of the 
northern hemisphere under natural light.

1). Take precautions against mould on any seedlings / 
small plants still being grown in enclosed propaga-
tors. Remove any yellowing first leaves (these tend to 
have few visible veins and a long thin base) if still 
remaining, also any later yellowed leaves or those 
where the petiolode ( leaf stalk ) has gone mushy. 
Cut off any dry or rotting leaf tips – the latter often 
characterised by white filaments of fungus.

2). On adult plants, remove dead / finished flower 
stems near to their base. Streptocarpus flower stems 
do not disintegrate so it's worth making a record of 
the maximum no. of flower stems per leaf and the 
numbers of flowers on each stem ( properly the pe-
duncle ) on each plant each season. This is important 
for hybridizers assessing seedlings, but also valuable 
for general growers as it will provide an indication as 
to the performance of your stock. A decline in flower 
power may point to the need for repropagating or, 
just as likely, a requirement for a better-lit spot next 
season. 

3). Remove dead leaves from mature plants. You 
may find some have gone mushy pretty much right to 
the base. If there are small new leaves growing near 
the base of the petiolode cut a good 1.5 cm further up 
than that - if you cut too close the cut end will shrivel 
back sufficiently to kill the new leaf.

4). Remove yellowing leaf ends beyond the abscis-
sion zone according to taste. Streptocarpus leaves can 
be cut to shape with scissors and do not brown off at 
the edges. If large old leaves that have flowered are 
creating space problems and there are plenty of 
younger unflowered leaves, the older ones can be re-
moved before they die off of their own accord 
( which they will probably do quite soon anyway ). 
Note for novices: each Streptocarpus leaf is essential-
ly monocarpic - it will produce its quota of flowers 
and
then gradually die off anyway.

You may need to go over your plants again as winter 
progresses and more old leaves begin to visibly die 
off.

5). Varieties with a horizontal stock may well have 
old petiolode bases with peduncle remains that can 
now be carefully pulled away. This may result in 
two or more separate plants with no live connecting 
stock between them anymore. Don't panic. That's 
natural.

6). Winter-flowering S. kentaniensis will have in-
creased its number of flowers. Stemmed species 
such as S. glandulosissimus may also be in flower. 
Tidy away the spent flowers that fall off.

7). Be careful not to over-water. Flagging plants 
with some leaves that look greyish and semi-dry 
can sometimes be revived by enclosing them in a 
clear plastic bag that is not sealed around the pot. 
Leaf cuttings from any plant that seems about to 
die can sometimes be got to root in water at quite 
low
temperatures where attempts to root in compost 
would fail due to rotting. If successful, plant up in 
spring.

8). Check those maximum-minimum thermometers 
for plummeting temperatures. Down to -1C is no 
problem ... but somewhere between there and -4.5C 
leaf tissue can freeze in some cultivars. On balance, 
light is more important than warmth. A covering of 
horticultural fleece can help stave off damage
while letting light and air through.

9). Get any saved seed properly packeted up, la-
belled and filed away for spring sowing.

10). Wash those pots and labels, not to mention 
propagators and trays ready for spring seed sowing. 
You'll have promised yourself that you will start 
with a clean slate in the New Year - no dirty stuff 
that isn't in use and no prospect of having to franti-
cally wash a load of it over the summer when you
run out of clean gear to prick all those seedlings in-
to .......... But have you started yet ???????????
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Growing Streptocarpus the Franken 
Way  by Ken Jones
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As I write it is mid November, a couple of days ago 
our secretary and my great friend Frank Davies came to see 
me and said “Ken I would like you to do an article for our 
newsletter”, rather strange I thought since I do considerable 
writing for it already. So I said, “ what kind of article do you 
require?” Well since our new treasurer Don Corfield took 
over he sent out a questionnaire to some of our members, and 
it would seem that a number of you would still like more in-
formation on growing techniques. So Frank said, “can you 
do this on our growing methods?” I immediately said “yes” 
little did I realise, or he for that matter, what kind of head-
ache he had given me! For when thinking of this I realise that 
so many of you grow plants so many different ways and 
some things that we do are not always possible by other peo-
ple.

My own growing methods for instance differ some-
what from Frank’s and certainly my ways would most defi-
nitely not suit Frank! He and Mary are both at work full time 
so his basic growing involves semi automatic watering and 
feeding of his plants. He has 4 greenhouses full of Strepto-
carpus, 2 of these are 20 ft x 10 ft and are the main growing 
area for Show plants and young plants growing on, 1 12 ft x 
8 ft, this one is concentrated on growing new plants from last 
years seedlings, young seedlings for the current year and any 
new ones from other sources plus a few new to us, species 
being tried for the first time. Last but not least is the small 8 
ft x 6 ft one; this is totally devoted to propagation of cuttings 
and seeds. Since we have been doing the stands for shows 
Frank propagates most of my stock as well. The set-up for 
this greenhouse consists of full-length benches either side 
with bottom heat conducted by soil warming cables. The 
greenhouse itself is insulated with bubble polythene both in-
side and out. Thus in here no further heating is required. No 
mean task to look after all this when you are out at work all 
day and trying to grow plants to a consistent show quality 
and he and Mary do this as many of you who have visited 
will testify.

On coming home Franks first job is to check his wa-
tering, the plants standing on capillary matting, he will first 
check the matting, if it is drying out he will turn on the sys-
tem in the greenhouse which consists of micro tubing and 
short and long dripper nozzles alternately along the bench to 
give even watering of the mat. While he is doing this he will 
start checking individual plants on the bench, even with this 
system you will get some plants that do not occasionally take 
up the moisture (maybe they dried out a little too much when 
the matting dried out more quickly than usual) and need to 
be given an individual drink to re start the capillary action 
again before being put back on the bench. This method of 
separate watering is to put the plant into a saucer of water 
and allow it to take a drink for a few minutes once the capil-
lary action has re started (you can tell this by noticing if the 
level of water has gone down in the saucer) if it has you can 
replace the plant back on the bench where it can continue to 
take up moisture from the matting as required. Once he has 
ascertained the matting is evenly moist Frank continues to go 

through his plants both checking for moisture levels and making 
sure that all is well health wise because of the considerable 
amount of plants involved he has to work to some kind of system 
so this takes the form of first having a good look through all the 
greenhouses doing the said watering then going through all the 
plants individually a batch at a time each evening, in the mean-
time Mary’s maybe cleaning up some plants or doing a little pot-
ting on or perhaps deadheading maybe even preparing and pick-
ing out plants for the shows dependant on the time of year and her 
household chores permitting, if any visitors arrive she’s very 
handy with the coffee pot. This then is the very basis of Franks 
growing, there is of course a lot more to it than this which I will 
explain as I go through all of my growing methods.

As it is winter time I’m starting my growing year off for 
you from this point, my actual start for the next season really 
starts back in the summer time, the reason I hope will become ap-
parent later on in this article. First a bit about myself, I am an old 
flower showman having been showing one kind of flower or an-
other for almost 50 years. I’ve done a considerable amount of 
judging and a lot of talking at various societies and quite a bit of 
writing over the years.

First of all my own plants I like to treat every one as an 
individual, assessing each one in the light of it being a potential 
show plant, I hasten to add that this is a habit picked up over a 
good many years, obviously even with the best intentions all 
plants are not going to make this grade. Some will make good 
houseplants some can even be sold off on the society stand and 
make good stock plants for other enthusiasts the odd one or two 
will be consigned to the compost heap.

So, my year of growing from the Christmas time period, 
having quite an amount of plants myself means that there is some-
thing to be done all through the winter. My main batches of plants 
after flowering start to look a little bit tatty, so batch by batch I go 
through them. All old leaves that have finished flowering are tak-
en off; even this job is achieved in one of several ways. Most of 
the big show plants if you hold the old leaf by the main stem close 
to the base end and rock it back and forth will crack off right 
down to the base, occasionally on younger plants this will not 
happen, so a pair of long bladed scissors is used to cut them off as 
close to the base as possible. The wound that this leaves behind in 
my case usually dries up quickly since at this time receive very 
little moisture just enough to keep them ticking over while they 
are in their semi dormant state. If you have need to take out a bad-
ly marked leaf or one crossing over to much in the main part of 
the growing season you could dab the wound with Flowers of 
Sulphur powder or spray with any one of the very good fungi-
cides that are available, something like Systane or Supercarb. If 
there is very little new growth on some plants some old leaves 
may be retained for a while so the other job on these will be 
where the flowering stems have been cut down after flowering 
very often at this time you may have left the old stubs ½ inch or 
more long, very often these may still be damp and you may see 
mould forming on them. Pull these off either by using your fin-
gers where possible or a set of long nosed pliers I use a pair of 
artery forceps, which you can sometimes buy, cheaply from mar-
kets. Like Frank I also use capillary matting but not with any kind 
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of automatic system. I am fortunately at home these days so I 
can spend more time with my plants. I like to go through my 
plants also in batches and I do this by clearing part of my 
staging. Keeping the matting at this time of year just moist, I 
go through each plant checking for any signs of problems and 
moving them up on the staging thus during the space of about 
one week all of the plants will occupy a different space, also 
at this time I will have less plants and can give them plenty of 
space between allowing plenty of air to get round them, dur-
ing the day my greenhouses will be opened as wide as possi-
ble even on cold days as long as its not hard frost, sometimes 
as long as 5 – 6 hours others maybe only 2 hours. This helps 
dry out any condensation and allows a good airflow prevent-
ing the build up of any fungal diseases.

At this time also I will have some batches of cuttings 
on my propagating bench these will not be my main ones for 
the coming season, they are new ones of last years seedlings 
that Frank and myself have decided should be good enough 
to grow on and maybe named at sometime in the future.

My propagator consists of a “Hotbox” heating blan-
ket set at 70 degrees Fahrenheit on top of this capillary mat-
ting, which is kept constantly moist. My compost for the cut-
tings is Multipurpose which has been sieved to which is add-
ed Horticultural grit just enough to keep the compost open 
and a small amount of Vermiculite to help retain moisture. 
This is mixed well and then put into seed trays and stood in a 
gravel tray of water until the moisture shows through at the 
surface, it is then taken out and the excess water allowed to 
drain off. Done like this, the compost should keep moist long 
enough for the leaves you have put in to make roots prior to 
the new cuttings coming up.

Normal cuttings taken during summer take about 3 
months to root. The cuttings I have from my new seedling 
will still take around the same time but with one exception, as 
they are taken later in the season obviously cooler conditions 
set in and also light levels are notoriously shorter this then 
seems to slow down the growth of the newly formed cuttings 
which means it will most probably add on a further month 
before I can pot them on individually. As they are new stock 
which still have to be fully assessed and grown on to show 
their full potential along with the mother plants they came 
from it is not so important that they take a little longer.

This year Frank has installed extra lighting to try 
and achieve more and earlier growth on our batches of plants 
for earlier shows, I know many of you have enquired about 
lighting systems and I will try to give a full report on this at a 
later date, but for the time being I can tell you this. Frank has 
been very busy potting up our new stock of cuttings for about 
6 weeks now and these are placed under the new light sys-
tems, their growth at present is far better at this time than an-
ything we have achieved before.

The Christmas and New Year periods are now with 
us and this is the time my thoughts turn to my seed sowing. 
As anyone who attempts breeding will know some varieties 
are very slow to ripen their pods, so I will be sowing seed 
mainly from Christmas until around February. If done at this 
time it gives good opportunity to see the plants flowering by 
August / September the same year. Both Frank and myself 

use very similar methods for this and achieve a good rate of 
success. For the compost you may use your preferred seed 
sowing compost, my own again is a Multipurpose Levington 
one, this is sieved and a small amount of Vermiculite added. 
Placed in half seed trays and stood in a tray of lukewarm wa-
ter until the moisture shows at the surface, the trays are then 
left to drain at least 2 hours, usually in my case overnight 
while being placed on the propagating blanket. I will have 
seed from quite a few different sources as well as my own 
crosses so even half trays will be divided up into about 4 sec-
tions. The seed is micro tiny and I find the best method for me 
to sow is using a very smooth sheet of white paper in which I 
have made a crease down the centre then folding the outer 
part each side back almost to centre crease thus making an 
arrow shape. The seed is then placed along crease and gently 
tapped out as evenly as possible on the surface of the com-
post. It is not easy to see where you have sown, so please be 
careful, do not make the mistake of putting on too much seed!

For those of you who have trouble with seed damp-
ing off I recommend that you use Cheshunt Compound fungi-
cide solution as per the directions. My seed now will be 
placed on the propagator with a sheet of glass over the surface 
of the tray, this glass will be turned over at least once per day 
to allow excess condensation to drain. Using this method I 
very rarely have to water until well after germination has tak-
en place. If the surface of your compost does dry out, for any 
reason, use a mist type sprayer to re wet it, not a watering can 
because even a fine rose on a can will have the tendency to 
wash the seeds together and you will then get a lot crowded 
together making life difficult when you try to part them.

Seeds usually start to germinate at around 10 to 14 
days; they are very tiny and difficult to see, almost like little 
specs of green algae. At this stage I start to remove the glass 
over the seed tray just pushing it back off the top a little each 
day allowing more air in until the seedlings are acclimatised. 
Finally taking it off altogether. It is usually from now on that 
you will have to watch out for the surface of the compost dry-
ing out, DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN. After a few days 
you can begin to see them more clearly some will continue to 
germinate for quite a few weeks. They will stay small for 
quite some time not appearing to grow much at all for a few 
weeks, then when you see the first true leaf start to appear 
they begin to grow away at a pace. Once they reach about 1 
inch its time to consider moving them on. In my case this will 
be one of two options. I will start to separate the young seed-
lings out, those that have a real good root system will be pot-
ted into 2 ½ inch half pots while those that are not robust 
enough will be spaced out in seed trays and grown on until 
strong enough to be potted. All these are placed back on the 
propagator for just a day or two to get over the shock. Once 
they are acclimatised they are moved on to the warmest part 
of the greenhouse. This process continues, as different batch-
es of plants are ready. This then takes me into early spring 
and I will continue in the next edition of the Newsletter.



Ann’s Story
As told by letter to the writer

I must say a word or two about Ann before I tell of her growing methods. 
Like many of our members she grows from the sheer enjoyment of plants and the 
love of a very beautiful flower. She has no facilities for propagation or greenhouse; 
home for her cuttings and seedlings is a kitchen windowsill, the top of the fridge or 
cupboard wherever she can accommodate them. From the photos she has sent she 
also grows a few other types of plant too. All of these may not be top of the range 
but certainly have a much-loved quality about them. When I told Ann I would like 
to write this article she did not mind at all, her actual words were “I don’t mind be-
ing made to look a fool!” Well I certainly don’t think she is a fool for one minute, 
she loves her plants and she makes sure by hook or by crook that she grows them. 
Her methods may not be the greatest in the world and it has to be said that many 
ways could probably be found to improve on them, but it works for Ann and she 
achieves some measure of success. The pictures she sends of mature plants flower-
ing away in the dining room window have an air of quality about them that many 
growers would be envious of.

A little bit of Integrity

Growing from cuttings.
The appropriate leaves are cut across into sections and stood in empty yo-

ghurt pots to which water has been added, when there are signs of the leaf making 
roots the leaves are taken out and planted into pots of universal compost until the 
cuttings or plantlets have 2 to 3 leaves, at this time they are then potted separately 
to grow on, (Ann does not indicate at which time of the year she does this). Having 
grown the plants on to a stage when the pot is full of root it is once more potted into 
a larger pot (no pot sizes are given). Once having come into flower it takes pride of 
place along with rest of her Streptocarpus in the dining room bay window where 
she has quite a collection.

Ann is quite resourceful in using yoghurt pots and also for pot saucers the 
use of lids from coffee jars. Many of her Streptocarpus are unnamed and when not 
in flower she uses coloured thread pulled through the main vein of a leaf to indicate 
the colour – ingenious! (Yes I know it may give rise to fungal problems, but it 
works for Ann).

From the 2 – 3 leaf stage she feeds her plants an African violet fertilizer 
and once they are up to flowering she changes to Phostrogen. Ann also grows a few 
from seeds where plants have been allowed to set seed themselves. She readily ad-
mits to losing a few, but she has enough success to provide more than enough 
plants for her own requirements and all her spare ones go to a Cancer Charity Shop 
in Nottingham where I’m told they are very quickly snapped up,

The methods used may not be the greatest in the world but the moral be-
hind Ann’s story is, if you really want to grow Streptocarpus or indeed any other 
plant enough you will find a way to do it. Ann by the way is a retired lady, she ad-
mits being forgetful at times (aren’t we all) she keeps herself busy with various 
charities and her plants which says she tends to way before her household chores. 
Her letters to the society are very enjoyable and usually full of little quips or anec-
dotes where she made a mistake.

I don’t think this lady is a fool at all, do you? She enjoys her plants in her 
own way and that’s what its all about isn’t it? By the way Ann would like to hear 
from other members in the Nottingham area.
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“ she has enough 
success to provide 
more than enough 
plants for her own 
requirements and all 
her spare ones go to a 
Cancer Charity shop“



Breeding new plants (part 2)
by Frank Davies

Following on from My First At-
tempts, in the last newsletter, I must 
point out that when any Breeder of 
plants refers to SELFING, it is what it 
says, selfing. Either helping the bee to 
do its job, or better still do the bee’s job 
for him, you then know that the flower is 
truly SELFED.

Both these methods are illustrat-
ed in Fig’s 1 & 2, No 2 is the best way to 
ensure that the pollen gets to the correct 
point, the ideal tool for this is an artists 
paint brush (very fine). Collect the pol-
len from the Stamens on the end of the 
brush and tickle it onto the Stigma, job 
done, but for keeping any insects out, we 
don’t want any pollen from another plant 
getting in.
Covering with a plastic or paper bag 

will do this as shown in Fig 8. I find cut-
ting the corner from the bag, and using 
that is about the size required.
True CROSS pollination, well as true 
as we can get it is done in the following 
way.

Firstly make up your mind what 
you are going to cross, we for this article 
have decided to cross Susan with Ruby 
(both reds); Susan is going to be mother. 
As shown in Fig 3 select a BUD on your 
plant of Susan just as the colour starting 
to show cut AROUND the corolla tube 
as in Fig 4 and remove the stamens see 
Fig 5. Sometimes when you cut around 
the bud the stamens come away with the 
corolla. Having done this you then gen-
tly pull off a young flower from Ruby to 
use the Stamens (pollen sacks) place 
them over the Stigma (seedpod) as in Fig 
6.
If at all possible place the flower head 

as in Fig 7, then cover with a plastic or 
paper bag as in Fig 8.   
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8Figures 1 and 2. Pollina�ng with a very fine ar�sts 

Fig 3. About the size to use 
for the parent (seedpod) cut 
the corolla tube about on the 

Fig 4. Cut bud, remove 
stamens (pollen sacks) if not 

Fig 5. Stamens removed

Fig 6. Place stamens over 
s�gma.

Fig 7. Before the bag is 
applied

Fig 8. With plas�c or paper 
bag.

Seedpod just star�ng split 
open and shed seed

If you do have a go at doing any 
of the methods of hybridizing your 
seedpod will take between 7 to 14 days 
before you will see if the cross has taken. 
Gently take the bag off after 7 or 14 days 
and look at the seed pod if its started to 
change colour the cross has taken, it 
should start to get greener, if it has not 
changed in any way I suggest you do it 
all again, BUT don’t discard it as you 
may still be lucky.
When the seedpod has been growing for 
12 to 14 weeks it should have started to 
go brown and the twist of the pod start to 
widen. Cut it off the stem placing in a pa-
per bag labelled with the cross e.g. Susan 
x Ruby, keep in the dark at room temper-
ature for another 14 days, then you can
untwist it to obtain the seed.
DO THIS OVER A SHEET OF 
WHITE PAPER AT LEAST A4 OR 
FOOLSCAP, THE SEED IS VERY, 
VERY FINE.
You can sow the seed any time if you 
want to keep it put it back into the bag 
and store as you did the pod, room temp 
in the dark.
Newsletter No 2 tells you how to grow 
from seed.



Flowers at Christmas—And a quick 
“Lecture” in Japan by Chris Rose

At the time of writing ( 28th De-
cember ) I've still got a number of hy-
brids in flower, both in the unheated 
'conservatory' ( lean-to ) where tempera-
tures go down to a couple of degrees cen-
tigrade and indoors which isn't overheat-
ed either. 

Most plants still in bloom are 
{ kentaniensis X [ parviflorus x ( johan-
nis x 'Elsi' ) ] } hybrids. One of the best 
of these, located in my 'office' has been 
flowering for ages and has 20 flowers out 
at present, pure white with a yellow tube 
stripe and good violet-blue vein colour-
ing in the throat. In a 3" ( 7.5 cm ) pot, 
it's only 10 cm tall ( in flower ), the nar-
row leaves rather disguising the fact that 
it's 41 cm across. Unlike a lot of others of 
this parentage the flower stems aren't too 
long and are supporting the weight of the 
flowers well. All in all very dainty, and 
possibly one for naming. Certainly a par-
ent for use in future breeding work. 

Other small hybrids in flower are 
some ( kentaniensis x porphyrostachys ) -
with their light violet flowers and dark 
beetroot-purple leaf undersides, inherited 
from the male parent; ( kentaniensis x cy-
anandrus ) seedlings which have cyanan-
drus-like vein colouring on the flower 
face; a couple of [ kentaniensis x 
( 'Sandra' x self ) ] one of which flowered 
strongly at this time last year too; three 
[ kentaniensis x ( pink cyaneus x 
'Joanna' )] and a couple of { kentaniensis 
x [ kentaniensis x ( 'Ruby' x 'Elsi' ) ]} one 
of which is a nice, full, flat-faced white 
with good poise. 
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These hybrids have all at least partially inher-
ited the winter-flowering ability of kenta-
niensis. 

As for S. kentaniensis itself, I lost my 
original plant - an excellent clone that flowers 
all year round - to over-watering once too of-
ten when I was going away a lot. Fortunately 
I managed to strike some cuttings and these -
though small - are now starting to flower.

A couple of my S. Meyerii from seed 
supplied by Jaco Truter in South Africa are 
also in bloom.

On a larger scale I have a late-
flowering ( 'Happy Snappy' x eylesii sub-
species eylesii ) plant in flower and some 
( 'Ruby Anniversary' x self ) x 'Violet Lace'. 
To my eye 'Violet Lace' undoubtedly has S. 
fasciatus as a near-ancestor, and this late-
flowering species has itself only just finished 
blooming for me. A couple of my strongly 
scented ( 'Texas Hot Chili' ) x vandeleurii hy-
brids recently completed a modest late flush 
of flower. Their lemon-yellow centred flow-
ers open purplish (well-described by one ob-
server
as the colour of Red Clover ) and fade to a 
nice pink giving a very pleasing two-tone ef-
fect to the head of flowers as a whole.

Amongst the stemmed varieties of sub-
genus Streptocarpella, the mild weather has 
brought the S. glandulosissimus, with its 
strong violet-blue 'slippers' into flower a bit 
earlier than usual. The white, violet-veined S. 
pallescens is still blooming too. Some years 
ago I used to lose this to cold. There is
just one flower left on the various Madagas-



Flowers at Christmas (continued)
can S. thompsonii, called the 'Giraffe Plant' 
by some because of the array of dark mark-
ings on the stem. Otherwise they are covered 
with dainty braching flower stems now carry-
ing a myriad of splitting seedpods, every last 
flower seeming to have set one. 

Turning to Japan, Streptocarpus and 
Chirita hybridizer Toshijiro Okuto, Deputy 
Director of the Hyogo Prefecture Flower Cen-
ter, a kind of botanical garden in Kakogawa 
recently asked at rather short notice if I could 
contribute some slides of my hybridizing 
work with the species kentaniensis, Meyerii 
and johannis for a lecture he was giving to the 
Japan Gesneriad Society on December 9th. 
Luckily I had been taking such pictures for a 
talk to be given by Connie Leifeste at the 
Gesneriad Hybridizers Association
meeting in Kansas next summer and was able 
to get a set of 24 in the post just in time be-
tween consecutive trips to London. The won-
ders of e-mail then allowed me to hit the 
deadline for provision of the 'lecture notes' to 
go with them when I came home again! 15 
members turned up. I'm told that
numbers were depleted due to the fervent 
preparations for the New Year there. 

Anyway, I've now got a couple of days 
left to knock up an article for Toshijiro on my 
hybridizing with species Streptocarpus in 
general. This will be published in the next 
'Report of Japan Gesneriad Society’. 

And then there are loads of pods full of 
hybrid seed still to unravel, record, properly 
packet and label. Not to mention heaps of 
dirty pots, despite the fact that I washed more 
than 300 over Christmas. 

Oh well, the hours of daylight are in-
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creasing again, it's six weeks to my usual 
sowing time and last 'season' is going to 
blend ( almost ) imperceptibly into the 
next ........... 



Letters from members
Ken’s Questions and Queries will return in the next issue. Due 
to a lot of members asking about breeding he has written an 
article on this subject instead replying to your letters.

Dear Ken,
Today (Tuesday 19th December) I received the 

“British Streptocarpus Society Show Report 2000” and I must 
congratulate you and everybody who participated in such a 
wonderful show. I wish that we here in South Australia, or for 
that matter anywhere in Australia, had such a good show, I on-
ly wish that I could have been part of it. It was an excellent 
presentation, as well as an excellent report.
Ken Wilson, South Australia.

Gentlemen,
It was a real surprise for me to find a “Streptocarpus 

Society” at the Autumn Show Malvern, and gave me pleasure 
to join (288).

My plants have over the past years (approximately 14 
years) come one or two at a time from Dibleys. I've managed 
to keep some, and lose some, but currently have twenty in 
flower around my house and have a tray with eighteen in 
which are in bud. The duplicates will go to church sales, coffee 
mornings and the village garden club sales table, so they be-
come more scattered. Two of the plants flower all the year 
round (*) whilst the others are sporadic. After the Malvern 
show and chatting to you on the stand I now have, I hope, 3 
seedpods 2 on a plant of Susan and 1 on a plant of Streptocar-
pus Formosa. I have only ever propagated from leaf cuttings, 
so will now begin to experiment.

Those I have in flower currently are:-
Chorus Line, Amanda, Snow White, Kim, Susan, Boysenberry 
Delight (*)
Formosus, Branwen, Athena, Falling Stars, Blushing Bride, 
Nicola, Elsi, Party Doll, Saxorum (*), Anne, Cynthia and Pink 
Soufflé.

Thank you for the Newsletters I’ve thoroughly en-
joyed reading them, and I plan to try my hand at some seed 
sowing of packet on registering as member.
Yours sincerely Barbara Gibson, Bodenham, Hereford.

Dear Frank, 
Just a note to say thank you so much for the show, I 

came on Saturday, never seen so many different colours. I see 
I have a Dibleys collection, must change that to a society col-
lection.

Thanks for all the help I had off everyone. I now have 
more seeds to try (Oh dear) and bought some lovely plants 
(cuttings already in). It is great to feel a part of it all. Please 
could we have a show more often!
Mrs. S. Philpotts (149)

Dear Frank & Mary,
We had meant to drop you a line immediately on re-

turn from Stafford last weekend, but as always, we seem to get 
diverted, usually by something needing attention urgently in 
the garden.

Our purpose in writing is to congratulate yourselves, 
Ken Jones and all the other Committee members who put on 
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such a splendid display for our societies first show. We know it 
must have been an enormous amount of work for you all, par-
ticularly for yourselves as you are both working.

On a personal basis it was so very good to see you 
both and to be able to meet other members of the committee 
and society and to have the opportunity to spend some consid-
erable time talking and listening to the good advice that was 
available. We know Mary, that you were perhaps a little disap-
pointed by the small amount of support in terms of members 
entries, but think as we discussed, the problem may have been a 
combination of timing and a lack of “showing” interest present 
in all societies. Too many people perhaps get put off by think-
ing they are not good enough. What we all need to do is to per-
suade, educate and build their confidence as we reckon any 
“strep interested” member could probably enter something in 
the future, particularly if we do have, as Frank suggested, a 
show in early July next year. Never the less we both thoroughly 
enjoyed our visit to Stafford because it also gave us an oppor-
tunity to see all the other society shows, which we found most 
interesting. By the way, also as discussed, a household mem-
bership would we think be very appropriate as it would allow 
two interested into the shows as members and we don’t think a 
small additional sub would be out of place either.

In the meantime we look forward to reading the next 
newsletter and to seeing you both and other members again in 
what we hope will be the not too distant future.
Yours sincerely, Dave King & Brian Ellis. Norwich, 
Norfolk.

PS, the plants we brought back are looking good, having now 
recovered from the journey. Blue Ice which you kindly gave us 
Mary is flowering well and much admired. Now awaiting 
Christmas day to sow our seeds!

Dear Sir,
I was first introduced to Streptocarpus by an octoge-

narian acquaintance and was rapidly addicted. Then probably 
like other members, I was fortunate to meet Frank and Mary 
at the Shrewsbury Flower Show, who taught me at least half a 
textbook of prac�cal knowledge in half an hour!

The following year ideas for a society were in their 
embryonic form and I met Ken who con�nued my educa�on. 
Their generous sharing of knowledge has been greatly appreci-
ated. May I congratulate all of you for a splendid year of 
achievements  culmina�ng in a healthy balance sheet. The 
newsle�er is read from beginning to end as soon as it arrives 
and in par�cular congratula�ons for including members 
le�ers. Keep up the good work and many thanks for all your 
hard slog.
Jane Blois, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.



First National Streptocarpus Show
by Sue Mortimer

Since joining the Society at its incep�on, I have always felt rather distant from 
the centre of ac�vity, so I was determined to a�end the first Na�onal Show in Stafford. 
Despite the fact that many of my own hybrids were not showing much flower by Sep-
tember, I was keen to show a few, but more par�cularly, to see what everyone else 
was producing and to meet in person other fana�cs.

I persuaded my long suffering husband (not a gardening man) that an early 
start was desirable, so we le� leafy Surrey at 6 a.m. and arrived clutching my meagre 
specimens at 9 a.m. We were made very welcome by Frank, Mary, Ken, Sue and Gor-
don, as we booked my plants in and had a guided tour of the stands.

Mary, Ken and Sue each had 6 foot displays showing both established named 
varie�es and some lovely new concoc�ons of their own. Sue’s stand (similar to the one 
at Swansea illustrated in issue 3 of the Newsle�er) was most ar�s�c, her plants being 
set off by naturalis�c logs and moss, and she even managed to incorporate a small 
pond. Mary and Ken each had stunning displays of luxurious plants in a riot of different 
colours. In contrast, I felt that my contribu�ons looked rather pathe�c, although Frank 
was kind enough to be polite about a double flowering hybrid which I had produced. 
Having seen what else was on show, I agree wholeheartedly with his honest assess-
ment of my other plants, “Rubbish!”

We were struck by what a friendly bunch you all are, but were taken aback 
when Mary suggested that she and Frank would give up their bedroom for us and 
sleep on the lounge floor on Saturday night (Sue and Gordon were already in their 
spare room). We had intended to find a Bed & Breakfast for the night, but they were 
so insistent, and the chance to see all their greenhouses full of streptos was too 
temp�ng, so we finally agreed, provided that we had the airbed on the lounge floor.

I can honestly say that I thought that the array of plants in Mary and Frank’s 
greenhouses was overwhelming, and I was at a loss for superla�ves, I see Dibley’s 
stand at the Hampton Court Flower Show each year, but I was much more impressed 
by the Davies’ collec�on. Frank throws away as rejects plants I would proud to have 
produced.

This gives rise to a sugges�on for a future newsle�er ar�cle. Are there specific 
standards to aim for when breeding streptos? Has anyone decided what may be desir-
able characteris�cs in a flower (stripes in throat, fringed petals, etc.) or what we
should be aiming to avoid? I look forward to reading something from our experts soon!

In conclusion, David and I had a wonderful weekend, mee�ng the friendliest 
bunch of people imaginable. Apart from acquiring several new plants, I feel inspired to 
carry on hybridising, and aim to have more and be�er plants to show next year. As 
David has occasionally commented on the number of streptos on our windowsills at 
home, I was glad that he saw Mary and Frank’s fantas�c collec�on. In contrast, my few 
dozen plants seem posi�vely restrained!

Thanks to all the organisers who made the show such a success. We are espe-
cially grateful to Mary and Frank who took a couple of complete strangers into their 
home. Verdict: an u�erly brilliant weekend.

Sue Mor�mer, Merstham, Surrey.
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Addresses for mail or
ar�cles for publica�on in 

next issue

Ken Jones
23 North Street
Boney Hay 
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8PB

Frank Davies
9 Wharf Lane
Chasetown
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8QY
Tel:- 01543 672938

Or e-mail
tom.causer@ic24.net
Deadline for ar�cles, 

ques�ons or le�ers is
30/04/2001

If you have pictures you 
want printed in the 
Newsle�er please send 
photos, 35mm negs or slides 
to Tom Causer or 
Ken Jones these will be
returned a�er publica�on.

The editor 

Newsflash

A very interes�ng ar�cle 
has just arrived from Aus-
tralia about growing 
plants using lights, so the 
members that have asked 
ques�ons about this will 
find it very interes�ng. It 
will be in the next issue.

Tom Causer
Editor



Newsletter

Talking of growing Streptocarpus this 
year, for goodness sake will someone tell 
me how to do it! And yes this year I really 
mean it. Coming to the end of May (I’ve 
got our Editor Tom Causer on my back 
because I’m also behind with my Chair-
man’s comments). My main plants are in a 
lot of cases not anywhere near into flower-
ing and it is going to be at least a month 
before I see any amount of flower at all. 
My only consolation here is knowing that 
it is not all my own fault a number of oth-
er growers are also behind this year and 
not just Streptocarpus growers either. So 
the main cause would seem to be a long 
wet and cold winter coupled with very low 
light levels, but I do take heart as you will 
see from my newsletter article which was 
written considerably earlier, my own cut-
tings of last years seedlings have finally 
decided to “take off” with the advent of 
better light and warmer temperatures, so I 
hope to come good eventually. Earlier cut-
tings of our main varieties, which Frank 
roots for me, have been brought up and 
potted on and quite a number of these are 
now coming into flower. Frank does make 
a good job of rooting these for me and 
they do grow on really well.

Enough of my groaning now, and 
on to society matters a little more. We 
have received a number of e-mails and let-
ters thanking us for help and advice given 
and more recently for the plants Frank has 
sent out. He had to restrict these to one 
collection per member for don’t forget we 
are like you amateurs with amateur facili-
ties so we can only grow a limited num-
ber. It would also seem more of you are 
succeeding in growing from seed either 

your own or seed from the Society, 
please let us know how you are going 
on with plants and or seedlings. How 
your growing season is progressing, 
what plants are doing well for you, if 
you hope to take any to local shows 
or hopefully make it to our own 2 
shows this year. If you could possibly 
make your comments into the form of 
an article this would be even more 
welcome. For we are still looking for 
more articles, from you, the members. 
Remember you don’t have to be the 
greatest writer in the world. Also you 
will see an e-mail in this issue from 
our youngest member Caitlin Bartlett, 
I know that she grows quite a number 
of varieties and is very well versed in 
all the names you will see also she 
has had a few problems. Has this de-
terred her? NO, with a little help from 
Dad she has got over it and now 
wants to have a go from seed. I think 
this young lady may become a force 
to be reckoned with and is a great 
credit to our Society. As usual the So-
ciety stand will be at some of the ma-
jor shows again a lot of effort goes 
into this and I hope to meet more of 
you again this year while doing the 
rounds.

Ken Jones
Chairman

Our youngest Member 
Caitlin Bartlett
Aged 8
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Growing under lights Down Under
with Ken Wilson

Many Growers of Gesneriad grow their plants under fluorescent lights. These are usually the four 
(4) ft tubes, which are 36 watts each. Usually two tubes are used, which are fixed approximately six to 
seven inches apart. We here in Australia (depending on the growing season) decide as to the number of 
hours per day the lights are left on, I grow mainly Streptocarpus, and my lights are kept on 14 hours per 
day this is controlled by a 24-hour timer. In my growing programme the lights from the rim of the pot to 
the tube is 15 inches. In all my fixtures I use one Cool White and one Gro-lux, (some growers use a cool 
and a warm tube). The tubes are given these names because the light they give looks either cool or warm.

Gesneriads need two kinds of light especially, the violet/blue and the orange/red. Tubes are judged 
by their efficiency in giving these two kinds of light, for example:

Tube Violet/Blue Orange/Red
Cool White Good Good
Warm White Deficient Very Good
Gro-Lux Excellent Excellent
Plant-Gro Excellent Excellent

Growing in the home, a combination of one cool white and one Gro-Lux is excellent. Gro-Lux in-
tensifies the green of the leaves and the pink or red colouring of the blooms making the plants unusually 
beautiful. When the plants are taken from under the lights, the brilliance changes to the natural colour.

I am not at all familiar with the cost of these in the U.K. Here the cost is quite reasonable. The 
cool white, warm white and daylight tubes are fairly inexpensive. The Gro-Lux is about three times as 
much.

I have enclosed a photograph of one of my stands, as you can see it is a two shelf stand, the bot-
tom shelf has three tubes as I need lots of light on this shelf. Each shelf measures 54 inches long by 24 
inches wide, and depending on the size of the plants as to how many you can put under the lights. 

The plants in the photograph are not Streptocarpus they are African Violets.

Next article will be on my method of fertilizing.

GOOD GROWING

Ken Wilson.

P a g e  2N e w s le t te r V o lu m e  1 , I s s u e  6



Growing Streptocarpus the Franken Way 
(Continued) by Ken Jones
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So we are into spring! At the time of writ-
ing our weather certainly does not seem that way. 
It is what I would call a time for making haste 
slowly.
You will recall in the first part of this article I told 
you of my taking cuttings of last seasons seed-
lings. Some of these cuttings were potted into their 
first pots about 3 weeks ago mid March those that 
were not large enough were pricked out rather like 
bedding plants into seed trays but only about 1 
inch apart the trays then being placed back on the 
heated blanket to grow on. As there is no room for 
the young potted ones on the heat these are placed 
in the warmer part of the greenhouse. Due to our 
inclement weather these at present have not made 
a tremendous amount of growth yet, but I am qui-
etly confident that they will “take off” as soon as 
the weather improves. While they are not making 
much new growth at the top the roots are steadily 
forming in the pot and I know that once having 
formed a good root system the rest of the plant will 
quickly follow, so if you have in this stage in the 
spring do not try to hurry them by extra watering 
or feeding, be patient, with a little experience you 
will be able to tell when a plant requires that little 
extra treatment to grow on to its best potential. 
Like all types of plants Streptocarpus are some-
times very individual in their requirements some 
never hardly require much watering or feeding 
some take anything you give them and others any 
where in between. Its very similar with some cut-
tings also, having rooted them you will find some 
grow away very quickly and others seem to sit and 
sulk for quite sometime before finally growing 
away well so again I say be patient!

Meanwhile down at Franks the main batch-
es of cuttings, which were taken in late summer, 
have grown on really well, some thanks to the im-
proved lighting system he has installed. Most of 
these are filling their first pots with root now and 
will be ready for the next potting, this is because 
being taken before the end of the summer plants 
have had time to build up a good root system be-
fore winter and so are well established to grow 
away well in the next flowering season. So for us 
we believe that this is the best time for you to take 
main cuttings of plants. If by any chance you have 

a different time or system of taking your cuttings and 
that system suits you and works well for you due to 
your work or the different conditions you may have to 
grow your plants under, by all means continue to use 
you preferred method. There are no set rules it is just 
that this works well for us.

Seeds of new crosses, which were sown as I 
told you earlier around Christmas time, are also requir-
ing attention about now (beginning of April). I have 
already pricked out into boxes several of these and 
again they are placed back on the heat mat to grow on. 
By the time these are large enough to pot on which 
will be in about six weeks our weather should be warm 
enough (we hope) for them to go on the open green-
house staging. One word of warning here! I made a 
very great mistake this year (as we all do from time to 
time) I put in some seed I had received from Ken Wil-
son in Australia initially it had come from Japan and 
had been X-rayed, I left it well over the normal germi-
nation period and absolutely nothing appeared, so 
needing all the room on the heat I can get I promptly 
removed the tray, I did not dispose of it straightaway it 
sort of got left on one side in the light of being busy 
with other things. I went to dispose of it about a week 
later, gave it a cursory glance and found to my amaze-
ment a little clutch of oh so tiny seedlings germinating! 
This was some six weeks after putting them in. It was 
for me a first time with X-rayed seed so next time I 
shall not be so hasty. For all of you growing from seed 
be it species or hybrids this can happen, also some-
times you get very few seedlings appear on first germi-
nation then a couple of weeks later further seedlings 
will appear so be a little patient.

The bulk of Franks and my own plants from 
last season are in 3 ½ inch pots, these days very few 
are kept in the larger 5 inch pots, those that are in larg-
er ones will be the very heavy growers that we still 
keep or maybe plants of newer ones that have shown a 
tendency to grow on very quickly. If you have need of 
growing very large plants such as if you are showing at 
local shows by all means carry on. Remember to pot 
on only when the plant has fully developed roots 
throughout and then only when in full growth also re-
member just the very next size of pot. If you make the 
mistake of potting in too large a pot you will find that 
you will probably get a wonderful plant full of leaves 
but very few flowers in relation to the size of the plant.
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Growing Streptocarpus the Franken Way  
So on to the rest of the jobs for spring and 

early summer, it is usually about this time depend-
ent on your location the first signs of pests usually 
start to appear. The most common one being that 
eternal foe “Greenfly” the two main ways to com-
bat this if your plants are housed in a greenhouse is 
by Fumigation with the available Smoke Cones, or 
spraying with your chosen Aphid spray. As there 
are a number of these on the market you do now 
have choice of environmentally friendly ones so 
it’s up to you. You can of course use biological 
control but remember if you do the temperature 
will need to be 60 degrees F for these to work. If 
you only grow a few plants and dislike spraying 
keep a wary eye out and at the first signs of, the old 
finger and thumb will get rid of them. Do not use 
insecticide soaps, soft soap or washing up liquid 
for while any of these will kill or deter, the tenden-
cy is for it to leave some sticky residue on the 
plants and this then in bright light conditions will 
cause leaves to scorch rather badly.

The next pest, which in recent years has 
seen a big jump in numbers, is the dreaded “Vine 
Weevil”. It has been said this increase has come 
about because of the great increase of container 
gardening or patio pots while this is probably true 
until recently there was no answer to it available to 
amateur growers. Well now we have an insecticide 
called “Pravado” this not only kills “Vine Weevil” 
grubs but will also eliminate aphids, thrips, white-
fly, springtails and scarid fly or fungus gnats, 
(those are the little black flies that get all over your 
compost sometimes) at the same time I’m told that 
it does not harm beneficial insects.

Having dealt with those what other prob-
lems may arise? Well the main ones are usually 
fungal problems on the plants. These can be caused 
by a number of different factors or a combination 
of several. If you get several plants in one area in-
fected by botrytis the usual causes would be over-
crowding and not enough ventilation round the 
plants so the answer would be to remove all the in-
fected leaves and give your plants as much space 
as possible. Use a good fungicide to get rid of ex-
isting spores, which may have spread. Other fungal 
problems may be from conditions created by too 
much humidity, for instance, if you have closed off 
one area just for other seeds and cuttings to be 

propagated, it only takes one bit of discarded plant 
material to start generating the spores and they very 
quickly spread to clean plants, so be vigilant pre-
vention is better than cure. You can also, depend-
ent again on your area, get powdery mildew again a 
fungal disease usually coming in from outside areas 
if it is prevalent in your area. This occurs, if we get 
a dry spell, starting very often on some type of per-
ennial plants, shrubs and trees out in the garden and 
also on wild plants, so again use a precautionary 
fungal spray. One more problem, which I hope you 
may never have which needs to be mentioned, this 
is a horrible little creature called Tarsonemid mite. 
It cannot be seen by the naked eye, the usual signs 
are plants firstly showing signs of being distinctly 
stunted especially in the centre of the plant. New 
leaves will appear not to be growing in width as 
they grow, after a time the centre of the plant gets a 
distinctly rusty look to the midrib and then to the 
whole leaf. This problem can then quickly spread; I 
hasten to add hopefully it is not a problem that oc-
curs very often just a few isolated cases. If you do 
get it destroy all infected stock there are no cures 
available to amateur growers. Having dealt with all 
those problems that may or may not occur we will 
turn our attention to the growing and feeding of 
plants and in some cases getting them ready for 
shows.



An e-mail from Germany

Dear Frank,

The newsletters arrived yesterday (1000 thanks!) 
and I spent the whole evening to read them all :-) I 
have to say they are great and I think you've done 
a tremendous job! I liked the topics of the articles 
and
also the very nice layout! It looks so professional!

After reading them all I feel I have to tell you 
all a little bit about myself although I'm not a strep 
specialist. I'm still a beginner :-) If you'd like feel 
free to use this or parts of it for one of your
newsletters, I'd be very honoured :-)

I started growing streps not even a year ago, when 
a French friend asked me to order some Dibley's 
streps for him as he wasn't able to do so himself. 
Little did I know about the consequences.... but 
when I got their catalogue I was hooked! The vari-
ety of streps you can get here in the garden centres 
and flower shops is very much alike and they are 
all unnamed. I have to admit that I'm a little crazy 
about names ;-). So when my friend’s plants ar-
rived in May (he ordered about 20!) I couldn't 
keep myself from taking a leaf of each. These 
turned into wonderful plants, which just started to 
flower two months ago. Almost each week there's 
another one blooming for the first time. Mean-
while I was looking around elsewhere for streps as 
I've seen so many wonderful pictures on the web. I 
exchanged with friends all over the world and now 
have expanded my collection to almost 40 differ-
ent kinds. Most of them are hybrids but I started 
some species seeds and now have seedlings of S. 
cyanandrus, S. pumilus, S. rupicola and S. dunnii 
(from a leaf cutting). Next to those I grow S. cau-
lescens and S. saxorum (which is very likely
a hybrid).

My latest project is connected to an email list 
where I organize a world wide strep leaf swap. 
This is going to take place as soon as the weather 
permits. There are 18 people participating and I'll 
draw up to three swap partners for everybody. 
These swap partners then will exchange as many 
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strep leaves as they please. This way many of us 
can get streps they usually have no access to. And 
shipping leaves overseas is very easy and usually 
successful.

I think my growing technique isn't really that 
different from others to be worth mentioning but 
nevertheless I'll leave that decision up to you. I 
grow all my plants (gesneriads) under lights (two 
fluorescent lights per shelf, one warm white, one 
cold white), which are turned on for 12 hours a 
day. The streps are planted in a mixture made out 
of a third good quality potting soil, a third perlite 
and a third of what is called "Seramis" over here. 
These are tiny (same size as perlite) brick col-
oured pebbles, which are also used for hydropon-
ics. They improve the drainage in my opinion.

I use a diluted African Violet fertilizer every 
second to third watering. All my plants stand in 
large trays and get bottom watered. They are not 
watered again before the surface of the soil feels 
dry. All plants are kept inside year round and 
therefore the temperature is very much the same 
all year round and also during days and nights. I 
know that growing them a little cooler during the 
nights
would be better but it isn't easily achieved in my 
house. And I still dream of a green house :-)

The other topic I could tell society members 
about is how to ship leaf cuttings. Strep leaves are 
very easy to ship as they are not too finicky. The 
cut leaf (a young but full grown leaf is the best) 
shouldn't be cut in peaces before shipping. This 
will be done by the receiver. Therefore one just 
places the leaves in individual closable plastic 
bags without any moist tissue. This will just cause 
rotting and soaking them in a bowl of tepid water 
for a while can cure any wilted leaves. The bags 
should be sent in bubble padded envelopes for 
protection from cold/heat and damage. An enve-
lope also usually travels
much faster then a parcel. Shipping overseas al-
ways brings up the topic of import restrictions. 
Most countries will allow importation of plant  



An e-mail from Germany (continued)

material as long as no soil is attached. This for ex-
ample is the case in between the EU. With other 
countries import permits are required which can be 
very costly. So it is wise to check into it before ship-
ping. So far I've shipped to the following countries 
without any troubles: EU, USA, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa.

Now I also have some comments to the society 
itself: As you can probably guess I'm very interested 
in exchanging plant material. There was a seed bank 
mentioned in the newsletters several times but I 
couldn't find a list of available seeds. Next to that I 
think something like a "swap corner" where every-
body interested in swapping could list their "Haves" 
and "Wants" would be great. Or maybe some ad-
dresses where plants could be purchased. I for ex-
ample would be thrilled to get some of your plants
And due to the distance it's very unlikely that I'll be 
able to go to any of the shows in the near future. 
This also answers one of your questions: No, I don't 
show my plants as there are no plant shows over 
here like you have in the UK. I wish there were 
some...

Last topic: Hybridizing. I'm a beginner here, too, 
but as I'm very curious, I couldn't keep my fingers 
off it. I got some very interesting notes from GHA 
about dominant and recessive traits and although I 
spread
a little pollen here and there I'm still looking for a 
goal. Therefore I need to know what is already 
available as I dream of something new. At the mo-
ment I ponder about compact plants with masses of 
small flowers
(like Gloria and Falling Stars) in a more diverse 
range of colours. I already did some crosses in that 
direction and the pods are ripening at the moment :-) 
Next to that I have higher goals like edged flowers,
completely round (pelorioc?) symmetrical flowers, 
ruffled flowers, large eyed flowers, netting on the 
edge or all over the flower, I guess there's an endless 
number of goals and I still have to make up my 
mind on which to concentrate on.

Now I think that's all I wanted to tell you and this 
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is an awfully long email already anyways. So I'll 
stop now and leave the rest to our next correspond-
ence. I hope to hear from you soon and also hope 
you enjoyed all my raving about what I do. 

Best wishes from Germany

Nicole

Nicole Rapior
Physiol. Chem. Institut
Hoppe-Seyler-Str. 4
D-72076 Tübingen

phone: 07071-297-3353
fax: 07071-29-4182
email: nicole.rapior@uni-tuebingen.de



The Year 2000—A South Wales 
Roundup by Gordon Long

Greetings from the land of the Dragon! Sue and 
myself do not take holidays, with two dogs and the kids 
both away from home we do the flower shows instead. 
Our year began at the BBC Gardeners World Show at Bir-
mingham NEC. Frank and Mary had asked us to help out 
on the Society Stand as they were there for a full week. So 
daughter Helen, who is plant quarantine officer at Lon-
don’s Kew Gardens, came home to dog sit and off we 
went.

What a great show, plenty to see for all manner 
of gardeners and once again Frank’s Society stand proved 
a magnet for the public. We met several members, talked 
streps, and had a good day, so good in fact that we ended 
up staying another night at Mary’s B & B and an extra day 
at the Show! Frank reckoned we took on about 30 new 
members that week a great success.

First Sunday in August is our local Gower Show; 
put up our stand complete with new banner (dead smart) 
met the public and spread the word. Our Pot Plant Society 
though small is very keen and Nancy our treasurer won 
the 3-pot class for Streptocarpus and Geoff Philips won 
the single pot with one of Frank’s raisings known to us as 
No. 26. Brian Clarke who is a very good grower of both 
Streptocarpus and Gloxinias put up a 6-foot stand of ma-
ture Streptocarpus to claim a gold medal.

Mid August found us at Shrewsbury Show, beau-
tiful setting alongside the river and the sun came out! We 
met up with the Burntwood Gang and once again another 
good day with the public. Mary won the 3-pot class with 3 
large pots of Streps, and Sue was delighted to see that they 
were all her raisings, Gower Garnett, Gower Daybreak 
and Gower Rosebud.

Next on calendar was City of Swansea Show a 
two-day event. We were lucky enough to win a silver 
award for our stand and Nancy once again won the 3 pot 
Strep class. Our society won Gold with a six foot tiered 
stand of Begonias, Bourgainvilleas, Gloxinias, Streptocar-
pus and Fuchsias well displayed.

Early September, a must for Begonia growers 
was The Gardeners Weekend at Kings Heath Park – more 
sun! in Birmingham too! Nostalgic trip this one because 
it’s where we first met Frank and Mary. Stand was up to 
its usual high standard although Frank was worried that he 
may run out of plants. Ken was holding court answering 
queries and questions and Brenda in charge of catering. 
Sadly our bus left at 5.30 cutting short another good day.

Next there was the Streptocarpus Growers Cup 
Final – our First Show at Bingley Hall, Staffs. Drove up 
from Swansea arriving about 4pm on the Friday, Sod’s 
law decreed that this was the weekend that I should have 
the flu. Frank, Ken and ourselves put up displays, signed 
in exhibits and generally set up the show then back to 
Mary’s B & B for some wonderful sleep. Up early on Sat-
urday (well the others were) and off to the show. Long 
distance travellers Sue and David turned up having driven 
all way from Surrey to take part – now that’s dedication 
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for you! Thanks to all who exhibited and turned up for support. 
Frank and Mary’s house had elastic walls that night as Sue & 
David stayed over. Sunday - a bit easier, I had been honoured to 
be the judges steward on Saturday, I must add that the judge 
commented on the quality of the plants on show and the novelty 
of experiencing so many Streptocarpus in their very own show 
unfortunately I spent most of the day under the weather and 
hereby apologise to all for being such poor company. The only 
time I was glad to load up the van as it was a long way home!

Last show of the year was Great Malvern Autumn 
Show. Went up by coach with the local gardening club and met 
up with the “Streptocarpus Slaves” once again. The stand had 
now grown to an impressive 20 feet in length, augmented by 
some tables to incorporate a fine display of dainty small 
bloomed plants by our Chairman Ken. Also on “Ken’s Bit” 
were a few novelty species of monocarpic – unifoliate types. 
These with their large single leaves and elongated flower stems 
proved a real talking point. Ken and Frank had laid out a garden 
table and chairs, and over the day people came up to us saying 
“Hello I’m member number so and so” and off we went, lovely 
sunny day and lots of chat, everybody turned out for this one 
rattling on about Streptocarpus as if we had known each other 
for years – a really friendly crowd.

Sue has had a good year on seed requests, as you will 
see in her report. We have sent seed to N. Ireland, Denmark, 
South Africa and even Australia next stop THE MOON?

On a personal note we did not have a very good grow-
ing season. We have been growing for many years and always 
produce some reasonable pots for the local shows. However 
2000 was a disaster, nothing grew, what embarrassment –
founder members of the Streptocarpus Society with a green-
house full of plants resembling daisies! Excuses, well we had a 
nice warm spring down here in Wales but then rain and more 
rain, cold, was this, coupled with my shading (bubble on inside, 
green mesh outside) lowering the light levels? I had also made 
new shelving with raised edges and was now growing on capil-
lary matting, was it my compost? I was using multipurpose and 
fine vermiculite was this keeping my roots too wet and coupled 
with poor weather too cold? Frank and Mary came down to visit 
in November so after a meal we all adjourned to the local Social 
Club for a good chinwag over a couple of jars of (neck oil) 
Frank’s opinion was that I was growing too dry! And so it has 
proved. Capillary matting does take a bit of mastering. I have 
replaced the original with a roll of L.B.S. finest quality (had to 
mortgage the greenhouse to buy it!) but much superior to origi-
nal. Both being out all day you can get up, look at the weather, 
and last year more often than not leave the greenhouse shut, out 
comes the sun – not necessarily strong but magnified by glass 
raises the temperature, so good bye moisture. If you are at home 
all day its OK but it takes a lot of getting used to I have ditched 
the fine vermiculite in favour of coarse grit and use plenty to 
ensure the compost is “open”. Most of our plants are in 3 ½ inch 
¾ pots and have over wintered quite well (nobody saves them 
all) we kept on top of the plants, trimming leaf ends and flower 
stalks and being more generous with the water when weather 



The Year 2000 (continued)
conditions have allowed. Both greenhouses have a 5-foot fluo-
rescent strip light almost at ridge level, which is left on till mid-
night. Plants now seem to be responding with healthy looking 
dark green leaves on the young plants plus they seem to be 
adopting a more upright growing habit. With the daylight ex-
tending springtime finds us fairly optimistic of a better season. 
Leaves put down have been 50% successful; seed has been 
sown, some even pricked out. A few crosses have been made so 
I am informed by Sue, so here’s hoping 2001 will bring some-
thing new.

Our joint secretaries Frank and Mary are indeed a won-
derful pair. We have become good friends since first meeting at 
Kings Heath before the Society was formed. These two are the 
backbone of your Society; it would not exist without their tire-
less contribution. But they are both working folk, in order to 
promote the Society at Shows they cajole a day’s holiday to suit, 
give up their regular holidays and time in evenings. Don’t for-
get, behind the scenes – load the van, set up the stand (day be-
fore) man the stand, preach the gospel, laugh, smile, be nice to 
everyone, then when all have gone take it all down go home and 
back to work next day!

Living in Swansea we meet up and help out when we 
can and are always made welcome. There are many members 
based around Birmingham who attend the local Shows, and take 
it from me if you can give a hand it would be appreciated. He 
won’t bite! If you are unsure he will teach you. From last June 
to the present we have taken on over 200 members, we are now 
a staggering 317 strong so there must be a few willing helpers 
out there. Give him a ring and give it a go.

Happy growing all for now – must put the milk bottles 
out (and the dragon)

Gordon Long
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Seed Fund Report 
Hi just a few words from your seed fund secretary,

This year to date 41 requests for seed have been ful-
filled. Requests came from North, South, East and West includ-
ing Ireland and also worldwide from Denmark, Australia and 
South Africa.

Although this year the fund did not have as much seed 
donated, I extend my thanks to Frank and Ken, Pat Lasky, Jaco 
Truter (South Africa) and Ken Wilson (Australia). The addi-
tional small amounts of seed donated since this years published 
seed list I list at the end of this report. Hybrid seed is still popu-
lar and lots of first time growers like to start with mixed seed, 
however a lot of members have decided to have a go at germi-
nating species, and who can blame them, the seed that Jaco sent 
is very exciting and tempting, it seems to germinate well as I 
have tried small amounts myself. Some of the species seed sup-
plied has never, as far as I know, been available before. Hope-
fully we shall see some of these species exhibited at future 
Strep shows.

Please if any members manage to collect seed this 
year, don’t forget the seed fund, all contributions gratefully 
received!!! 
All in all a very successful year on the seed front. I have really 
enjoyed receiving your letters and I hope you all had success 
with your seed sowing, if not feel free to ask for more so that 
you can have another try.
I must send my get-well wishes to Ken Wilson in Australia who 
has recently been hospitalised with a heart attack, he assures me 
he is now on the mend.
Hopefully Gordon and I will meet some of you at the various 
shows this year.

Good germinating,

Sue Long.

NEW ADDITIONS to the seed fund,

Australian Hybrids (Ken Wilson)

Athena x Kim)
Neptune         ) Small amounts       
Heidi              ) (Pat Lasky)
Laura             )



Letters from members
Membership No. 236

Dear Frank and Mary,
On behalf of my friend (Mavis Evans) many 

thanks for our Streptocarpus collection received in 
immaculate and fresh condition, five have flowered; 
five in bud, and cuttings have been taken to.

My seed you gave me when I joined BSS at 
Shrewsbury all germinated, hybrids and species 
with large leaves, can’t wait for them to grow buds, 
so exciting.

All my seed and cuttings are grown in 
Hiram’s multipurpose plus vermiculite on a sunny 
windowsill, I use ¼ seed trays, they sit on capillary 
mats in polystyrene trays (from the supermarket) 
which is kept damp with a weak feed of Tomorite. 

I now have a Super 7 15w Propagator, all 
my seed from Sue Long germinated quickly and ex-
cellent, my species are coming on nicely (all on my 
sunny windowsill).

My greenhouse 6 x 6 does me proud, no 
heating its to expensive, but I do have a 2 x 4 alu-
minium frame with a 30 watt cable and that’s buried 
in sand and always kept moist, does help to warm 
the greenhouse a bit, takes a lot of room though. 
Guess what its full of? Yes “STREPTOCARPUS” 
all on mat and trays, still it works well for me.

Thank you for my book (An African Plant 
Study) it’s a little technical for me, but I like a chal-
lenge, and I do believe I’ve found my plants name 
in it (WENDLANDII page 169) remember our little 
chat at “Malvern” just not enough time Frank to 
talk, your show was superb though loved to have 
spent more time with you and Mary but hopefully 
some nice person will bring me to see you and your 
Streptocarpus mania soon.

Well my fingers are tired now so I’ll say 
cheerio happy gardening,

Regards from Brenda Roberts, Erdington, 
Birmingham.

Dear Frank

I have sent you some pictures of me with some of 
my plants. I am holding Kerry's Gold, which you 
gave me last year at Birmingham. My brother, 
Calum, had to be in the pictures too!
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The plants have just been re-potted for the spring.

I have had trouble with mealy bug and vine weevil, 
but my dad has helped me sort this out and now my 
plants are growing well.

I will be trying to grow some Streptocarpus from 
seed next; I have not tried this before

Soon I hope to have some photographs on my own 
web page, when I have I will let you know

Caitlin Bartlett
Aged 8

Caitlin Bartle� holding Kerry’s Gold.
On the bench with her brother Calum and a few 
more of her Streptocarpus collec�on.



Secretary’s Report 2001
30th April 2001

Firstly we could still do with some more help at Tatton Park on July 18th 19th 20th 21st &22nd. 
The days we mostly need help on are Thursday 19th and Friday 20th.

It wont cost you anything to get in, please give me a ring if you think you can help. 
Tel:-01543 672938

The society is putting a stand on at a garden day at MIDDLETON HALL Nr Tamworth on the 
A4091 between the Belfry and Drayton Manor Park.
We will be among other societies that are due to attend, all organised by our Treasurer Don Cor-
field. It takes place on Sunday August 5th the opening time is 11am. 
SHOW NEWS.
As we are all not quite sure what is happening re foot and mouth, this is the information I have at 
the moment (30 April)
NEC Gardeners World is ON.
Tatton Park is 50/50. if in doubt ring the RHS on 020 7630 7422.
Shugborough Gardeners weekend is 50/50. If in doubt ring 0121 711 4728.
The ones Jim Ellis is or is not attending are-
The Royal Stoneleigh is OFF.
Lincolnshire show is OFF.
But he hopes to replace them with, Blenheim Palace Flower Show on 21st June to 24th June.
The Great Yorkshire at Harrogate 10th 11th 12th July.
All the other shows listed in the last newsletter are still going ahead.

OUR OWN SHOW AT BROWNHILLS ON THE 28th JULY IS ON, hope to see all these new 
ones so many of you have and of cause YOU.
Show details will follow mid June.
Kim Williams’s collection is open on the following dates 16th June, 14th July, 11th August, 8th 
& 22nd September, 20th October. Phone 01590 683570.
Her address-: Brambly Hedge, Mill Lane, Sway, Hants, SO41 8LN.
Can you please get your local garden centre to display one of the leaflets enclosed thank you.
Good growing be it in the house or greenhouse.

My thanks to all of you who sent for plants, I do hope they are growing away nicely.
I have to inform you that owing to the rules of Registration we have had to change 2 of our 
names -: Gower Rose is now ROSE GOWER and Crushed Strawberry is STRAWBERRY FON-
DANT
Frank.

A note from the Editor

We are still looking for more contributions whether they are just letters or small articles 
from members please give it a try.
I have received an e-mail from a member suggesting the Society has a Web Page on the 
internet. I would like to hear from all members, even if you don’t have a computer or 
access to the internet, giving your views in favour or against. Please send your 
thoughts on this subject directly to my address not Frank’s or Ken’s.

Tom Causer.
24 North Street,
Boney Hay,
Burntwood,
Staffs.
WS7 8PB
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Addresses for mail or
ar�cles for publica�on in 

next issue

Ken Jones
23 North Street
Boney Hay 
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8PB

Frank Davies
9 Wharf Lane
Chasetown
Burntwood
Staffs
WS7 8QY
Tel:- 01543 672938

Or e-mail
tom.causer@ic24.net
Deadline for ar�cles, 

ques�ons or le�ers is
31/08/2001

If you have pictures you 
want printed in the 
Newsle�er please send 
photos, 35mm negs or slides 
to Tom Causer or 
Ken Jones these will be
returned a�er publica�on.

The Editor 

Ann has asked me to publish 
her address so that any mem-
bers in the No� ngham area 
can get in touch and maybe 
meet up with her

Mrs. A. Norman
34 Alford Road
West Bridgeford
No� ngham
NG2 6GJ


